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INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


REPORTAGE ON NIGERIAN-CAMEROONIAN BORDER DISPUTE 
ABO82121 Lagos International Service in English 1630 GMT 8 Jun 81 


[Presse Review) 


[Excerpt] Two issues--the Nigertan-Cameroonian border dispute and the 
countrywide tour of the leader of the People's Redemption Party, Mallam Aminu 
Kano=--are the major stories in most of today's Nigerian papers. The 

DAILY TIMES in ite lead story reports that African leaders are voicing 

jword indistinct) with the way Nigeria is handling the situation of their 
border. The paper notes that at least four leaders from the continent have 
intervened in the matter, all appealing to Nigeria not to vent her spleen 

on Cameroon. 


In another story on the front page of the paper, the Senate president, 

Dr Joseph Wayas, appealed to media practitioners not to over~publicize 
the border dispute. The paper reports that the Senate president, who was 
speaking at a news conference in Calabar, warned that the greater the 
publicity, the more escalated the crisis would be. 


The issue is also on the front and back pages of THE PUNCH. The front page 
story is the report of an opinion poll conducted by the paper's polls board. 
The report says the Federal Government got a pass mark for the way it handled 
the situation. Fifty percent of the respondents in Lagos, howe ar, want the 
country's borders properly defined and security there tightened. The poll 
also says that some Nigerians want a war with Cameroon. 


The back-page story of the paper announced that Nigeria will not go to war 
with Cameroon. The story was filed by diplomatic correspondent of the State 
House [name indistinct] as saying that the decision has been confirmed by 

the National Security Council meeting last Saturday. The paper disclosed 
that two factors are responsible for the decision. One is the pressure from 
other African countries and the other is that a war with Cameroon will divert 
Africa's attention from the liberation struggle in the southern part of the 
continent. 


CSO: 4700/19 














INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


LIBYAN, NIGERTAN SECRET AGREEMENT ON CHAD REPORTED 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 15 May 81 p 2 
[Article by M. M.: "Do Ndjamena, Tripoli and Lagos Have a Secret Agreement?" 


[Text] Nigeria is said to have occupied certain islets in Lake Chad over which the 
Chadian state has sovereignty. A reliable source says that this “occupation” is the 
result of a secret agreement reached between the chiefs of state of Chad and Nigeria, 
Messrs Goukouni Weddaye and Shehu Shagari, respectively. 


This agreement, which other sources say is a tacit one, is reported to have been 
reached at the beginning of the year, when there was considerable talk of a possible 
tripartite Weddaye-Shagari-Qadhafi summit meeting to be held in February in the capital 
of Chad, Nd jamena. 





On the other hand, Lagos is reported to have promised to be less critical of certain 
aspects of the Libyan presence in Chad, and above all to provide no support, diplomatic 
or military, to the antigovernmental forces in Chad, in particular Mr Hissein Habre's 
FAN [Northern Armed Forces]. 


This agreement is said to have been the subject of an acute dispute between President 
Shagari and the leader of the Nigerian oppositic» Chief Obafemi Awolowo, who is said 
to have seen it as a kind of “holy alliance” a» ~ Moslems (Shagari, Weddaye and 
Qadhafi). Libya is reported not to have opposec the reaching of this agreement, 
which more or less confirms the notion that the two regional powers might well reach 
accommodation at the expense of their common neighbor. 


It must be remembered that the deputy commander of the Nigerian army, General Wushishi, 
confirmed in Maiduguri, the capital of the state of Bornou (on the frontier with 
Chad), on 16 February that military troops had been sent to a number of towns in the 
Nigerian Lake Chad basin. Some of these troops are said quite simply to have taken 
over islets belonging to Chad. 





In fact, Nigerian claims to this oil-rich zone are not of recent date. Lagos also 
needs the lake water which, it is reliably reported, it drains toward Maiduguri by 
means of canal work recently completed. 


The Libyan soldiers guarding the oil installations which the American CONOCO firm is 
building on Lake Chad, only a few meters distant from Nigerian soldiers, are a symbol 
of this “cooperation” between Lagos and Tripoli. Both are said to be settled there 
with their families. 








This “triple entente” would not be likely to facilitate the finding of a solution to 
the problem of Chad within the general framework of the OAU, which the next summit 
meeting (Nairobi, 23-26 June) will debate. The pan-African body will have to study the 
urgent situation of the Lagos agreements. They are thought to be even more out of 

date since the Transitional National Union Government (GUNT) no longer exists in 

‘egal terms since 10 May, the date when the 18-month term assigned it by the ad hoc 
committee of the OAU expired. 


In addition, these agreements Linking various GUNT factions would have no purpose 
after the exclusion from Chad, ae well as other African nations, of certain factions 
such as the FAN, Still further, these agreements provide that no nation adjacent to 
Chad would be allowed to participate in the neutral African force scheduled to take 
over from the Libyan soldiers. Now there is increasing talk of a contingent from the 
Cameroon, and even Nigeria. So many contradictions cannot fail to point to a solution 
"outside the OAU," perhaps under Libyan-Nigerian sponsorship. 


5157 
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INTER~AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ETHIOPIAN ATTACK ON SOMALI VILLAGE, AIRSPACE VIOLATIONS 
Attack Reported 
LD101204 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 1115 GMT 10 Jun 81 EA 
[Text] Abyssinian warplanes carried out an unwarranted attack recently at (Dogob) 


village in the Mudugh region. Thiswas reported today in a Somali Ministry of 
Defense statement. 





The statement said that the two MIG-21's involved killed 8 people and wounded 12 
others including women, children and old people. 


The Abyssinian aircraft caused extensive damage to a lot of property including 
houses, shops and livestock belonging to innocent people in that village. 


The statement also said that on the 8th and 9th of this month, Abyssinian aircraft, 

flying in twos and threes, violated Somali Democratic Republic airspace between 

(Dolgodob) and Abud Waq districts, in the Mudugh and Galgudud regions, respectively. 
Further Attac«s 

NC112223 Paris AFP in English 2209 GMT 11 Jun 81 

{Text} Mogadishu, 11 Jun (AFP)--Ethiopian warplanes on Wednesday raided the 


central Somali village of Galdogob for the third time in 3 days, killing three 
people and wounding 10 others, the Somali News Agency (SONNA) said today. 





Eight people were killed and 12 wounded in similar attacks on Monday and Tuesday, 
the news agency added. 


(Diplomatic sources in Djibouti, meanwhile, said that about 10 soldiers were 
killed when Ethiopian and Somali troops clashed in the same reg‘on earlier this 
month and the end of May. 


(The clash came when Ethiopian troops crossed into Somali territory after a Somali 
battalion (about 500 men) crossed into Ethiopia, the sources added. The sources 
did not know if the fighting had ended.) 











The Somali News Agency, quoting a Defense Ministry statement, also reported that 
Ethiopian planes attacked a second village in the same region on Wednesday, 
injuring eight civilians, 


The agency said chat four Soviet-built MIG-21's took part in yesterday's attack 
on Galdogob, in Mudug region, and destroyed 12 houses. The second attack was 
against a village called Ba'ad Weyn, it added. 


The news agency said that Somali anti-aircraft guns fired at the planes but did 
rot say if any of the attackers were hit. 


Somali Comments 
LD101430 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 1115 GMT 10 Jun 81 EA 
[Station commentary } 


[Text] Two Ethiopian MIG-21's made a provocative attack on (Dogob) village in 
Mudugh region, on 7 June. Eight people, including children, women and old people, 
were killed and more than 12 were wounded. The Ethiopian warplanes damaged several 
residential houses and shops and killed a considerable quantity of livestock. 

The planes violated Somali airspace. 


It is not the first time the Abyssinian warplanes have violated Somali airspace, 
and made unwarranted and provocative attacks on Somali territory. This is a move 
by the Abyssinian rulers to spread the fire that is raging in its territory to 

the Somali Democratic Republic [SDR]. The successive attacks being launched by 
various liberation fronts inside Abyssinia compel the Addis Ababa regime to violate 
and attack nonmilitary targets inside Somalia. 


These continued babarous and inhumane attacks on the SDR by the Mengistu regime 

are aimed at hiding the real truth from the Abyssinian public. The Abyssinian 
public, who are subjected to lack of basic essentials such as food, medicine and 
the stability to farm their land because of poor administration, are fed with false 
propagada that the country is at war with Somalia. The Abyssinian public are not 
told the truth that the people who are waging war against Abyssinia are the libera- 
tion movements who have vowed not to rest until they win their rights to self- 
determination. 


It has become customary for the Addis regime, under the fascist Mengistu, to launch 
attacks into Somali territory every time the fighting intensifies between the 
liberation forces fighting to liberate their lands from the Abyssinian black 
colonialists and the Abyssinian forces. 


Latest reports from the Eritrean and Tigre forces fighting against the Abyssinian 
forces say the Abyssinian forces have suffered considerable setbakcs. The libera- 
tion forces are gaining the upper hand on all the battlefronts. The reports add 
that several officers and men, who are against the rule of the Addis Ababa terror 
gang, have defected to the Eritrean and Tigre liberation forces. 























On the posictical fronts, the Addis Ababa regime has suffered diplomatic setbacks 

for the cheap and baseless propaganda it spreads against the SDR, aimed at deceiving 
international opinion and branding Semalia as a warmonger who wishes to avoid 

peace. All thie has been proved false. The world is aware that it is the Addis 
Ababa regime which is threatening peace and stability in che Horn of Africa, and 
eastern Africa as a whole. 


Halle Mariam is the threat to the peace and stability of the region, and a clear 
example of this is the series of air raids into the SDR. Haile Mariam was also 
responsible for the crisis in the northern border region of Kenya, where several 
hundred Somalis were killed. This also made it necessary for a state of emergency 
to be declared in the region. These steps were preceded by Haile Mariam's visit 
to Kenya. 


The aim was to create tension between Somalia and Kenya, who are two neighboring 
African states. Somalia has on several occasions declared its stand on this issue. 


Thus, the Addis Ababa regime's air attacks on Somali villages are aimed at mis- 
leading, and creating a divisive atmosphere between the heads of state of the OAU 
member states who are preparing to hold their annual cor*>rence in Nairobi, Kenya, 
on 24 June. 


The Addis Ababa reg.me forgets that the African heads ©~ state clearly understand 
the situation in the Horn of Africa. 


cso: 4503/1 











INTER“APRICAN AFFAIRS 


NIGER PRESIDENT SEEKS SOLIDARITY WITH IVORY COAST 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 16 May 61 p 4 
[Excerpts] 


Colonel Seyni Kountehe, the chief of ecate of Niger, paid a "friendly and working 
vieit” to Yamoussoukro on 14 and 15 May, where he had a number of private talks with 
hie Ivorian counterpart, President Houphouet=Boigny. Colonel Kountche is the second 
Weat African chief of state to be welcomed by the Ivorian president within a week. 


The Nigerien chief of state, who went on from Yamoussoukro Friday to Cotonou, Benin, 
participated in talke while in the Ivory Coast dealing mainly with questions in- 
volving the establishment of prices for raw materials. He said among other things 
that “the moce and more difficult economic situation" dictates that the countries 
producing raw materiale quet have “a firm attitude toward purchasers." “The only 


weapon which serves the purpose with the buyers," he added, “is the weapon of true 
solidarity.” 


The Nigerien president doubtless hopes that this solidarity will also be effective on 
the security level. He discussed this “at Length" with President Houphouet~-Boigny, 
specifically in connection with the western Sahara, but aleo concerning Chad, from 
the point of view of “Libyan expansionism.” 


Despite the short frontier separating it from Libya, the longer one being with Chad, 
Colonel Kountche's Niger has in the past shown serious and frequent concern at the 
threats posed to its country by Tripoli. For thic reason the people's bureau the 
Libyans wanted to open in Niamey was closed, and at an earlier point it was announced 


that no more uranium would be sold to Tripoli. However, under the pressure of economic 
difficulties, this decision was recently revoked. 


[t a8 understandable that Colonel Kountche should seek solidarity in a country which 
is a heavy producer of raw materials. 


5157 
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INTER AFRICAN AFPALRS 


JOINT GABONESE-SENEGALESE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 May 61 p 7 





[Text] In response to an invitation from Hie Excellency the President of the 
Gabonese Government, chief of government, secretary general-founder of the Gabonese 
Democratic Party and Mme El Hadj Omar Bongo, Hise Excellency the President of 

the Senegalese Republic and Mme Abdou Diouf paid a working and friendship vieit 

to Gabon from 25 to 27 May 1981. 


Tne Senegalese chief of state was accompanied by a large delegation made up of: 
Jean Collin, minister of state, secretary general of the presidency of the 
republic; Moustapha Niasse, minister of state for foreign affaires; Abdel Kader 
Fall, minister of national education; Alioune Diagne, minister of public offices, 
work and employment; Amadou Belal Ly, Senegalese ambassador to Gabon; and several 
high officials. 


The personal prestige of President Abdou Diouf, the profound friendship which 
binds him to his friend and brother, President £)] Hadj Omar Bongo, and the 
privileged character of the relations between the brother peoples of Senegal and 
Gabon, by virtue of their attachment to the same ideale of peace, justice and 
democracy, resulted in the according of a particularly warm and enthusiastic 
welcome to the Senegalese chief of state, his wife and the delegation accompanying 
hin. 


During his stay in Gabon, the President of the Senegalese Republic expressed his 
admiration for the untiring efforts toward development and modernization 
undertaken on 4 large scale by the Renovation government and the successes 
registered by Gabon both inside the country and abroad under the enlightened 
leadership of His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo in all sectors, particularly in 
the political, economic, cultural and social sectors. 





For his part, the Gabonese chief of state paid a ringing tribute to the president 
of the Senegalese Republic, His Excellency Abdou Diouf, for his determination in 
the work of national construction and in his pursuit of the policy of 
democratization undertaken in his country. 


During these talks, the Gabonese chief of state was accompanied by the following 
dignitaries: Georges Rawiri, first vice prime minister, minister of transport 
and merchant marine; Martin Bongo, minister of foreign affairs and cooperation; 











Rene Radembino~Coniquet, minister of estate, secretary general of the presidency 

of the republic; Jules Bourdes-Ogouliguende, minister of atate for public offices, 
work and employment; Jacques Libisangomo~-Joumas, minister of higher education, 
actentific research and environmental protection; Dominique Bboungovere, ainister 
vf national education; Sylvester Ratanga, Gabonese ambassador, secretary general 
of the minietry of foreign affairs and cooperation; Jean Baptiate Mbatchi, Gabonese 
ambassador to Senegal; Jean Felix Adande, counselor of the president of the 
republic, to the minister of foreign affaires and cooperation; and several high 
offictala. 


During thie vieit, the Senegalese chief of state and the president of the Gabonese 
republic held several private talke followed by working sessions which included 
the two delegations. 


On this occasion, the two parties engaged in a broad exchange of views on various 
aspects of the bilateral cooperation between Gabon and Senegal and on the major 
political and economic problems which characterize the present African and inter- 
national scenes. 


The two chiefs of state expressed their satisfaction over the positive development 
of this cooperation in all sectors and decided to strengthen their policy of 
friendly dialogue. 


In this epirit, the next session of the Gabonese-Senegalese Grand Joint Commission 
on Cooperation, which is scheduled for September 1981 in Libreville, will be 
another opportunity to review the possibilities for broadening and implement ing 
bilateral cooperation on the basis of the imperatives of development of both 
countries. 


Taking up the present political situation in Africa, the two chiefs of state in 
particular discussed the Western Sahara, Chad, the Horn of Africa and Southern 
Africa. 


in this respect, they expressed their concern over the growing deterioration in 
inter-African relations, the increase in areas of tension and the attempts at 
destabilization of the continent by African and non-African powers. 


As a result, they reasserted their firm determination to work to contribute to 
the quick settlement of these conflicts in such 4 way as to preserve peace and 
stability in Africa. 


In this context, they offered their best wishes for the complete success of 

the Conference on the Application of Sanctions Against South Africa which is being 
held in Paris and issued an appeal to the international community to exert the 
necessary pressures on the government of Pretoria to abide by the provisions of 

UN Resolution 435 on Namibia eo that this territory will recover its independence 
in short order. 


With respect to the international situation, the two parties examined the 
problems of the Middle East, Afghanistan, Cambodia, the Iran-Iraq conflict and 
problems of disarmament and world economic relations. 

















in this regard, che two chiefe of state expressed their profound concern over the 
recrudescence of tension in the world and at the same time their hope of seeing 
the international community reach a just solution of these conflicts based 

on the principle of peaceful settlement of differences, non-interference in the 
internal affaire of states, the right of peoples to self-determination and of 
the pertinent resolutions of the United Nations, the movement of nonaligned 
countries and the Organization of the Ielamic Conference. 


The two chiefs of state also expressed their conviction that the safeguard of 
peace and security in the world demands moreover the establishment of a4 new 
international economic and cultural order which is more equitable and more human 
on the basis of interdependence and international solidarity. 


With thie in mind, the two parties agreed to combine their efforte with those of 
other partners with a view to resumption of north-south dialogue. 


The two parties aleo deplored the sharp increase in colossal resources devoted 
to armaments which constitutes intolerable waste, in consideration of the 
hunger, malnutrition and illiteracy with which the majority of mankind is 
confronted. 


At the end of hie visit, the President of the Republic of Senegal expressed his 
deep satisfaction over the conclusions reached by the talks between the chiefs of 
state, conclusions which will contribute to the strengthening of the bonds of 
fraternal friendship and fruitful cooperation existing between the two countries. 


President Abdou Diouf, in the name of his wife, the Senegalese delegation and in 
his own behalf expressed his warm thanks to President El Hadj Omar Bongo, his wife 
and to the Gabonese government and people for the enthusiastic and fraternal 
welcome which had been given them during their stay in the Gabonese Republic. 


The Senegalese chief of state and Mme Abdou Diouf invited the president of the 
Gabonese republic and Mme Omar Bongo to pay a working and friendship visit to 
Senegal . 


This invitation was accepted with pleasure; the date of this visit will be set 
later through diplomatic channels. 


Issued in Libreville on 27 May 19861 


For the Republic of Senegal For the Republic of Gabon 
Abdou Diouf El Hadj Omar Bongo 

8143 

CSO: 4719/5 
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INTER-APRICAN AFPALRS 


ANGOLAN, MOZAMBIQUE PARTY YOUTH SIGN COOPERATION PACT 
ABO51325 Luanda Domestic Service in English 1130 GiT 5 Jun 61 


[Text] Angolan party youths, the JMPLA [Youth of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola) and the Mozambican Youth Organization [O0JM) have signed a 
cooperation agreewent for 1981 to 1982. The agreement was signed during the visit 
by the delegation of the JMPLA to the People's Republic of Mozambique. The 
Angolan youth delegation wae headed by ite firet national secretary, Comrade 
Bornito de Sousa. 


In a joint communique published in the Mozambican capital, Maputo, the OJM and 
JMPLA both condemned the Pretoria racist regime's acts of aggression perpetrated 
against the neighboring frontline states and reaffirmed their support to the youths 
and people of Namibia, South Africa and the Western Sahara. The two youth organi- 
zations condemned the imperialists for the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and the illegal occupation of the Democratic Republic of East Timor 
by the expansionist forces of Indonesia and expressed th.ir hope in the attempt by 
the OAU to admit the Saharan Democratic Republic into ite membership. 


On his return to the country yesterday Comrade Bornito de Sousa expressed his 
satisfaction [words indistinct] and Mozambique and said that it was more of an 
authentic friendship and solidarity visit between the JMPLA and OJM than a working 
visit. In Mozambique, the Angolan party youth were received by the FRELIMO 

Party secretary for ideology, Comrade George (Odadro), representing the president 
of the FRELIMO Party and the People's Republic of Angola, Comrade Samora Machel. 


CSO: 4700/33 
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INTER“AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


NIGERIA RECEIVES LIBERIAN ORE~-Lagos, 5 Jun (AFP)--Nigeria this week received ite 
firet consignment of iron ore from Liberia. The consignment is for the Alaja 
Steel Complex (Bendel State), which ie expected to start production before the end 
of the year, Eight thousand tone of Liberian iren ore will be sent to the Delta 
Steel Company. The firet consignment is to carry out a series of tests that will 
last till next October. At the end of May, 87 percent of the structural construction 
of the steel complex had been finished, according to officials, who are planning 
to employ 6,000 persone locally. The chairman of the Delta Steel Compnay has just 
informed the government that his company will require 5 million naira more (about 
U.S. $6 million) to help solve a number of problems which have come up recently. 
About half of this amount would be for the purchase of generators to supplement 
NEPA (National Electricity Company) which is unable to supply necessary electric 
power +1 the complex’ operations. [Text] [AB051138 Paris AFP in French 0902 GMT 
5 Jun 61 


CSO: 4719/12 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


CINFEMATOGRAPHIC AGREEMENT WITH USSR--Luanda, 6 Jun (ANGOP)--The Angolan “ilm 
Inatitute and the USSR State Committee for Cinematography signed a cooperation 
agreement in Luanda on Friday. The agreement, signed for the Angolan side by the 
inetitute's director, (Luandino Vieira), and for the Soviet side by Soviet Ambassador 
Vadim Loginov, provides for the exchange and coproduction of films. [Text] 

[LDO70312 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 0922 GMT 6 Jun 81) 


DEATH SENTENCE--Raimundo (Chikwamanga) was yesterday sentenced to death by the 
People's Revolutionary Tribunal of Luanda Province, following the trial of four 
Angolane accused of crimes against state security. Rudolfo (Sikundi) Gaspar and 
Cabrie! (Nine) were sentenced to 20 years hard labor. The People's Revolutionary 
Tribunal acquitted Antonio Gaspar (Tangongo) for lack of evidence to prove the 
charges againet him. [Text] [LDO71534 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0700 GMT 7 Jun 81 EA) 


CSO: 4728/10 
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NEW BUDGET PRESENTED IN AHIDJO SPEECH 
ABO52115 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 1830 GMT 5 Jun 861 


[Excerpts] The Cameroonian head of state, President Ahmadou Ahidjo, has 
emphasized that the proper execution of the budget cannot be the concern of 
the state and government alone but is the business of every Cameroonian, 


In a major policy statement that could conveniently be classified into four 
major unite, President Ahidjo called for the fight against tax evasion, 
swindling and above all vigilance against distractors, jealous of the country's 
prosperity and national cohesion. 


In presenting the estimates for the coming financial year of the National 
Assembly, President Ahmadou Ahidjo made an overview of the major features of 
the international situation, touching on the situation in Chad, Namibia 

and the growth of Cameroon's bilateral diplomatic action in Africa. Sammy Ango 
summarises the details: 


[Begin recording] Addressing the National Assembly in a plenary budgetary 
session today, President Ahidjo first of all extolled the atmosphere of 
trustful, sincere and fruitful cooperation that characterizes relations between 
the government and parliament. Turning to national activity, four main 
features are reflected in the budget: he noticed that this was taking place 
in a world riddled with and shaken by convergent crises complicated and 
aggravated by an increasingly tense international political situation in which 
emall states are usually the victims. In order to stand up to this twofold 
crisis, President Ahidjo said Africa must always reinforce its unity and 
solidarity and strengthen and widen cooperation between states. This is why, 
he said, in pursuance of the basic and constant option that guides Cameroon's 
action at home and abroad, Cameroon continues to participate actively in 
regional, continental and world bodies. In this light, Cameroon is 

positively contributing to ensure a lasting reconciliation and return to 
legitimacy in Chad in keeping with the Lagos agreement and Lome decisions. 
President Ahidjo categorically reiterated Cameroon's firm commitment to peace 
and the peaceful settlement of conflicts, pointing out that Cameroon stays 
faithful to this cause not from a position of weakness but because it adopts 

a colu and dispassionate approach. 

















Turning to Namibia, he vehemently condemned South Africa's intransigence and 
obnoxious apartheid policy and denounced incidents and hesitations that are 
impeding the national struggle toward Namibian independence. Fo’ lowing a 
quick overview of the international framework within which Cameroon exists and 
operates, a framework which contributes considerably to the keeping of the 
country's personality and ite development, President Ahidjo stressed the 
importance of national unity, whdch is a prerequisite for the survival of 

the nation and lauded the CNU [Cameroon National Union] party and everyone's 
effort at further consolidating its genius. He congratulated the members of 
parliament for their discipline and civic awareness, which are the cardinal 
virtues of public life, Concluding his overview of the international situation, 
President Ahidjo noted that despite a difficult and disturbing international 
political environment, government must increase its efforts to improve the 
economic situation of the country. As such, in the last 3 financial years, 
the Cameroon's gross domestic product increased by 6 percent each year, which 
in itself is evidence of the steady mastery of our development. [end recording] 


That was Sammy Ango on the international situation. Here now is Ben Benan with 
a summary of our policy on the industrial development in the state of our economy. 


[Begin recording) Reviewing the industrial development in our country, 
President Ahmadou detailed the progress made in the production, energy and 
transport infrastructure sectors. Vast results have been recorded in the 
industrial production intended for the domestic market, basically as a result 
of the various increases in salaries, but the export market was experiencing 
fluctuations due to protectionist tendencies tested by some of the markets. 
Major investments, he indicated, have been made in the industrial sector with 
the expansion of existing firms and with the setting up of new ones, like the 
oil refinery, Sonara, which is the crowning of tremendous efforts [words 
indistinct]. The production capacity of this refinery could rise to 2 million 
tons of crude oil per year, a situation which would guarantee our self- 
sufficiency in this highly delicate sphere, but the head of state cautioned 
that illusions should not be entertained. At the beginning of the fifth plan, 
the president revealed that the government has deemed it necessary to ensure 
our mastery over the development of the energy sector which could be diversified 
to produce other chemicals, which, however, could become obstacles to national 
development if we were not careful. The government is giving priority to the 
use of hydroelectric power since the potential is still considerable, the 
president said. In those terms, he cited projects like the Songlulu dam, which 
will soon be operational, and the [word indistinct] project scheduled to enter 
into operation in 1983, The industrial sector, President Ahidjo recalled, 
depends largely on energy production, but it also depends on the establishment 
right across the country of an adequate communications, transport and tele- 
communications infrastructure. He pinpointed the solemn government efforts 
made in this domain, including highway infrastructures, road maintenance 
programs and both road and railway construction projects. He revealed that 
1980 was the year in which our national maritime transport corporation, 
Cameroon Shipping Lines, made great progress with a 30-percent increase in 
terms of cargo handled compared with the preceding year. 
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After reviewing the existing information structure, President Ahidjo also eaid 
in addition that a radio station would goon be built in Bamenda and that 
Radio Douala, under reconstruction, would soon be operational, while the 
installacion process of television is still in progress. But all these, 

part of the country's progress, he said, will only be justified if they 
contribute to national unity and cultural development through the quality of 
production, 


With regard to the present state of Cameroon's economy, the head of state 
spelled out the projects already begun and the guidelines adopted in the 
various sectors of economic activity to give a picture of the economic context 
within which the 1981-82 budget is being drawn up. [Name indistinct] has the 
details. [Begin recording] 


[Begin recording) President Ahidjo spoke of the current staggering world 
inflation and laid particular emphasis on the sharp [/in growth rate] in the 
year 1980, caused by earlier global disequilibriums. The head of state 
admitted the rise in inflation for the second straight year in Cameroon and 
added that the 10 percent inflation rate, which has characterized the economy 
of the industrialized nations, has contributed to the sharp rise in prices 
of commodities in the Third World and tie sharp drop in the growth rate in 
1981. In spite of these setbacks, the Cameroonian leader added that the 
substantial increase in the country's export trade and the impact cf 1979-1980 
budget, with the fight against the external deficit, Cameroon was able to 
reduce its trade deficit by more than 60 percent between the 1978-79 and the 
1980-81 period. The budget for the 1981-82 fiscal year has increased by 

26 percent as against 38.8 percent for the last fiscal year. The president 
has indicated that this slowdown in the growth of public expenditure should 
be no cause for concern because a considerable share of the increase in the 
present budget resulted from the increases in the appropriations allocated 

to the recurrent budget. President Ahidjo reiterated the government's 
constant determination to rationalize recurrent expenditure and fight against 
the squandering of funds. The recurrent budget has increased by 21 percent 
due to the increases in the prices of equipment used by government services 
and in maintenance and personnel expenditure following the recent salary 
increases. The Cameroonian leader has indicated that the 85 billion francs 
which will remain, after the public debt has been deducted in the public 
investment budget, will be used for development purposes which represent a 
44.6=-percent increase. Major reductions have been made in export duties in 
various sectors. President Ahidjo indicated today that the reduction shows 
the government's determination to encourage export in the rural and industrial 
sectors which are threatened by international competition. He, however, 
indicated one increase as regards customs duties, whereby imported table wines 
will be taxed per liter and not on the system of value which has been less 
profitable. He also announced slight changes in the general tax code in 
relation to the company and the wage earner. Three types of amendments were 
also announced in the registration, stamp duty and trusteeship codes. Such 
measures would also be adopted to enhance the development of forests and the 
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use of national land aimed at easing the access of Cameroonians to landed 
property and the encouragement of the green revolution. The asatate, the 
president continued, would increase its control on resources provided by 
commercial banks to finance development projecte, 


After summarizing recent achievements, project plans, tax amendments, corrective 
measures, banking and monetary policies, the head of state was glad to point 
out that these are an exact measure of the creative efforts of an entire people 
and an index of the stimulating ambition with which that people--the Cameroonian 
people--very smoothly intend to guard ite march forward during the upcoming 
years. These were yesterday's dreams and today they offer hope for tomorrow. 
But the national leader was quick to warn us against complacency and to focus 
the torchlight of the enemies. The firet of these is the fight against the 
evasion of custome duties and taxes which not only seriously (’affects) the 
state resources b.: also undermines the development of a country. The head of 
state appealed for collective participa: ion and the demonstration of constant 
and ever-increasing national cohesion in the great task of development, so that 
strengthened by unity, our solidarity and our vigilance we may, under all 
circumstances, overcome the dangers that might, threaten our joint efforts for 
progress. He told us why in this (?lengthy) quote from today's memorable 
guidepost: For let us not delude ourselves, our success reached from sustained 
efforts admittedly procure joy, legitimate reassurance and pride to 
Cameroonians, their friends and well-meaning observers. But you know that 
these successes do not please some people. Our successes do not win us only 
friends and admirers. Far from it. You know that our detractors, who are the 
prophets of doom, are not happy and are only thinking of stagnation and failure. 


He means our detractors here and elsewhere are envious and disappointed, deaf 
to the sound of words and blind to achievement; they are so eager to instigate 
failure that they will give themselves up as sacrifices. In fact, they have 
been reduced to taking solace in visionary [word indistinct] and ideological 
distraction. As they sit by waiting for an idyllic error, the head of state 
went on, the vast majority of the Cameroonian people, confident and serene, 
are pointing to the unquestionable results of their struggles in the task of 
nation building and demonstrating their unswerving determination to carry o. 
with the job that is already so well done, but which needs to be perfected 
ever more. He said, thie nation, cautious and forewarned, will respond to 
their psychological deception, false propaganda and slander on our people and 
institutions with vigilance and restraint and, if need be, with our laws. 

For in Cameroon truth has prevailed for a long time and truth will continue 
to prevail. He, therefore, solemnly called upon the Cameroonian people to 
remain together in unity and solidarity, to be vigilant and hardworking, to 
give a deaf ear to the crying of demogogy and adventure, for this is the time 
when, the persistent economic crisis, when Cameroon is resolutely engaged in 
economic takeoff, when all noble ideas are incessantly challenging us to rise 
up to justice, concord and peace, when hopes are rising, enabling and reassuring 
us, this is the time to perfect our ability to stick together to show that we 
want our people and our fellow countrymen to progress. 
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President Ahidjo said we appeal to the entire nation to be fortified by its 
potentials, its achievements and its plans, 


He has appealed to the entire Cameroonian people, whose ardent patriotism and 
creative dynamism he knows and whose powerful mobilizing urge towards unity and 
progress show confidence that if we listen to it, as has been the case in the 
past, he could with faith and optimism assure the nation that, given the place 
it occupies in Africa and the world, it could look forward to a future full of 
grandeur and [word indistinct] [end recording] 


cso; 4700/19 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


REDUCTION OF FRENCH FORCES WILL BE WELCOMED IN BANGUL 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 15 May 81 p 4 


[Article by Lucien Ahonto: “Partial Withdrawal of French Forces from the Central 
African Republic" ] 


[Text] The French military troops stationed in the Central African Republic, totaling 
about 1,500 men, will be reduced. An air force company of 150 men is currently 
scheduled to leave on Wednesday, 13 May, we have learned from an informed French 
source. This decision was made prior to the election of Francois Mitterrand to the 
presidency of the Republic. 





According to informed sources, this decision coincides with the recently announced 
decision by the government in Tripoli to reduce the number of Libyan soldiers stationed 
in Chad (LE CONTINENT, 17 March). Tripoli has only withdrawn about a hundred men by 
way of reduction, out of the thousands of soldiers sent to Chad. 


The French troops in Chad, rather substantial since former Emperor Bokassa was ousted 
and replaced by Mr David Dacko in September of 1979, were further reinforced toward 
the end of last year after the Libyans entered Ndjamena. Mr Goukouni Weddeye, head 
of the Transitional National Union Government in Chad, gave the fear that the French 
troops in the Central African Republic would intervene in Chad as justification for 
this move. It is a vicious circle. And one is tempted to believe that there is a 
secret agreement between Paris and Tripoli where Chad and the Central African Republic 
are concerned. 





Whatever the case, there is no doubt that this decision by the French authorities will 
be warmly welcomed in Bangui, where a number of Central African Republic citizens are 
viewing the French military presence with an ever more jaundiced eye. According to 

some reports, Central African authorities were counting on the election of Mr Mitterrand 
to get the French troops out. 


On the regional level, the partial withdrawal of the French troops from Bangui may par- 
tially pacify the Congo, where keen concern was aroused by the reinforcement of the 
French military presence in the Central African Republic. 


This pacification is desired on all sides because of the increasing importance of the 
Congo in French strategy, at least in the days of Mr Giscard d'Estaing. The oil 
reserves in the Congo are reported to be the largest in Central Africa, mainly exploited 
by France. 


5157 
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CHAD 


OBSERVERS CONSIDER KEY TO SITUATION IN HANDS OF CHADIANS 
Paris LE CONTINENT in French 2 Jun 81 p 4 


[Commentary by Lucien Ahonto: "After the Failure of the Freetown Meeting, a New 
Summit Is Scheduled in Nairobi") 


[Text] Will the African chiefs of state one day find a solution to ti Chadian 
crisis? The question is worth asking, as meetings and summits, postponed or 
held, have followed one another without producing very much for the past 2 years. 


Ten days ago (LE CONTINENT, 25 May) the mini-summit which was held in Ndjamena 
closed with a partial setback. Elsewhere, the sixth meeting of the OAU ad hoc 
committee on the Western Sahara in Freetown also considered the Chadian question. 
In this instance, too, there was failure all along the line. The meeting on the 
Sahara which was scheduled for 2 days lasted only 3 hours. As for the meeting on 
Chad, it was purely and simply canceled without explanation (LE CONTINENT, 1 
June). 


Even so, in an effort to put the pieces back together again, it was announced that 
a meeting of the Pan-African organization's ad hoc committee on the Chadian 

problem would be held prior to the Nairobi summit. All the same, there was a 

total "blackout" of the reasons for this cancellation. Members of some delegations 
said that the cancellation was due to the heavy schedules of some of the chiefs 

of state who could not remain in Freetown. 


However, for the head of the Chadian Transitional Nationa! Union Government (GUNT), 
Goukouni Oueddei, "this cancellation was perhaps due to the change in the French 
government." In a statement to Agence France Presse, the "Number one” Chadian 
said, "Valery Giscard d'Estaing and his minister of cooperation, Robert Galle’ 

were very hostile to us and turned some African countries against us." 


He added, "Mr Mitterrand's election completely bewildered those two men." In 

this regard, the Chadian president announced that his minister of foreign affairs, 
Ahmat Acyl, would soon travel to Paris carrying a message for the new French 
president. "We have nothing against the French people," he said, “and I am 
convinced that with the arrival of Mr Mitterrand in the government, the Chadian 
problem will find a definitive solution." 
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What ie more, Chad te one of the firat ordera of African business for the new 
French authorities, Some observers noterratill on the subject of the cancellation 
of the Freetown meeting=-that the recent "limited summit" in Ndjamena which 
brought together Presidents Shengu Shagari (Nigeria), Goukound Oueddei (Chad), 
Siaka Stevens (Sierra Leone) and Colonel Qadhdhafi (Libya) was given a very cool 
reception by several African chiefs of state who, during the Lome (Togo) meeting, 
had condemned the Libyan intervention in Chad, 


In any event, for Goukount, hie country's position ie clear: the Libyan troops 
in a way replaced “the neutral African forces" which the OAU has been unable up 
to now to send to Chad, 


"The OAU,” he said, “has been talking about neutral forces for 18 months. We have 
not yet seen them. Moreover, the GUNT does not have an army inside the country.” 
"So long ae these troope are not there," he added, “it te difficult for us to ask 
the Libyan troops to leave." 


For many oveervers, it is becoming increasingly clear that the key to the 

Chadian crisis is to be found in the hands of the Chadians themselves. it is in 
this perspective that one could interpret the decision made on 29 May 1961 by the 
heads of the various Chadian factions, except for Hissein Habre, to “definitely lay 
down their arms" and to place their military forces and equipment at the disposi- 
tion of the GUNT government. 


Goukouni, who anne need this development on 31 May in Freetown, said that the 
leadere of the factions had agreed that their forces be included in an “integrated 
national army" (ANI), while contacts would be made with Libya “to establish a 
timetable" for the withdrawal of its forces. 
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SOVIET-AFRICAN OFFENSIVE GAINS WITH CONGOLESE TREATY 
Parise LE CONTINENT in French 15 May 61 p 6 


|Article by Dieudonne Ganga: “The Congolese-Soviet Treaty Has a Nonintervention 
Clause" | 


[Text] On Wednesday, 13 May, the Soviet and Congolese presidents, Mesers Leonid 
Brezhnev and Denis Sassou-Nguesso, signed a 20-year “treaty of friendship and co- 
operation” in Moscow. 


Under the terme of thie treaty, the USSR and the Congo “will continue to a tire- 
lese struggle against the forces of imperialism." Moreover, the treaty calle for the 
USSR and the Congo to cooperate without delay in the event of a threat to peace in 
order to coordinate their position such as to eliminate this threat o reestablish 
peace. 


Thus, with the signing of this treaty, the Congo has become the 12th country in the 
world and the 4th African nation (following Angola, Mozambique and Ethiopia) to be 
linked with the USSR by a treaty of this type. 


Thus President Sassou-Nguesso is adhering to the letter of the bylaws of the Congolese 
Labor Party (PCT), the first Marxist-Leninist party in Africa, which require that the 
Congo maintain "privileged relations with the socialist countries, in the name of 
proletarian internationalism." 


This development, which is no great surpriee in itself, should satisfy the ultra- 
orthodox elements in the PCT. These elements, which favor the admission of the 
Congo into the CEMA as an observer, have never approved of the “realpolitik” consis- 
tently pursued by President Sassou-Nguesso. Mr Sassou-Nguesso, who is also the 
president of the PCT, has never been willing to sell out the sovereignty and the 
indepencence of the Congo for the sake of ideology. He has always applied the key 
rule in Congolese diplomacy--a policy of independence. Thus he has followed his pre- 
decessors--Masseamba-Debat, who, with the National Movement of the Revolution (MNR) 
in 1964, chose socialism, and Ngouabi, the founder of the PCT. 


it wae, for example, in the name of this political independence that Ngouabi was the 
first African president to denounce the agreements with France in 1972. it is also 
in the name of this policy that Sassou-Nguesso is maintaining very fraternal relations 
today with this same France, which remains the Congo's main economic partner. In this 
connection, Mr Jean-Pierre Thystere Tchicaya, a member of the Political Bureau of the 
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POT, hae said that “the privileged nature of cooperation with the socialist countries 
does not exclude cooperation, based on respect for the partners’ sovereignty, with 
the capitalist countries,” 


This is perhaps why Mr Sassou-Nguesso insisted on the inclusion of a clause in thin 
treaty according to which “the deepening of Soviet=Congo relations in the political, 
economic, commercial, ecientific, technical and cultural realms will be pursued on the 
basis of equal righte, nonintervention in domestic affairs, respect for sovereignty 
and the inviolability of frontiers." 


Presumably, Mr Sassou=Nguesso did not yield to the demands of the USSR which might 
have meant violations of this sovereignty, for example the granting of military 
facilities. In addition, a cooperation agreement was aleo signed between the Soviet 
Communiet Party and the Congolese Labor Party on Wednesday, 13 May, in Moscow. The 
PCT, the only political party in the country, heads the state. Ite control over the 
state inetitutions is total. 


With thie treaty, the USSR has juet completed one phase of ite offensive in Africa. 
What will be the next? 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


PUBLIC TRIAL POR PLOTTERS=-Malabo (AFP)--Some 15 “plotters” against Lt Col Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema's regime who were arrested last April will have a public trial with 
international journaliste and juriste present, it was learned from a reliable source 
in Yaounde on 15 May. The decision to hold a public trial, the date of which has 
not yet been set, wae made, observers say, because of the international indignation 
aroused by the recent wave of arrests in the country. More than 150 persons were 
questioned and jailed between 5 and 15 April. Urged by his colleagues to improve the 
“noble image” of the country and surprised by the repercussions of these arrests, 
President Nguema finally decided to invite foreign observers to attend the trial of 
the “plotters.” It is even said that a human rights commission may be invited 

to come to Malabo soon. It has also been learned, again from a reliable source in 
Yaounde, that a number of those arrested have been released. There are said to 

be no more than about 15 political prisoners formally charged with plotting against 
the regime, as well as some military officers arrested for correction in the Malabo 


prisons, according to the authorities of the country. [Text] [Paris LE CONTINENT 
in French 19 May 81 p 4] 5157 
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BRIEFS 


RAWLINGS CALLS FOR ORGANIZATION--The chairman of the dissolved AFRC [Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council of Ghana) Flight Lt Rawlings has 
Ghanaians to organize themselves and resist any divide 
them. He was speaking at a symposium in Accra to mark the second anniversary of 
the 4 June revolution. <A report by Amen Amogbedo: Organized 
movement, the symposium forme part of activities to highlight the 

tions of the movement as well as to talk on some national problems. Although 
Flight Lt Rawlings was the last among the five speakers, his presence kept the 
thousands of people present standing when he took the microphone. He pointed out 
that what Ghanaians need to realize is that freedom cannot be given to them; it 
must be seized at the least opportunity and this they must achieve through effective 
organization. He said Ghanaians gust not allow themselves to be misused nor 

should they allow themselves to be victims of the divide and rule tactics used by 

a few privileged people to achieve their selfish ends. Flight Lt Rawlings repeated 
his call to Ghanaians to always insist on their righte and to ensure that those 

few people, be they in management institutions or those who they elect to represent 
them in authority, do not use that opportunity to intimidate them or to oppress 
them. [Excerpt] [ABO71415 Accra Domestic Service in English 1300 GMT 6 Jun 61) 


CSO: 4700/33 
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IVORY COAST 


WORKERS' SITUATION WORSENS, DEMANDS PRESENTED 

Minister's Speech 
Abidjan PRATERNITE MATIN in French 4 May 81 p 4 
[Article by Ladji Sidibe] 


[Excerpts] Without any exaggeration, the economic situation of developing 
countries such ae ours is producing worries everywhere. And for good 
reason. The Ivory Coast, a large producer of agricultural raw materials, 
has experienced a net loss of more than 350 billion in coffee and cacao 
sales during the last 2 years, 1979 and 1980. This was entirely the fault 
of speculators who fix the price of these products in the commercial stock 
markets of London, New York, Frankfort and Paris. And, naturally, it has 
had awful consequences for all national economic activities. Thies is what 
the Ivorian minister of labor and the Ivorization of the workforce has to 
say on the subject: 


"The years pass by unnoticed. Obviously, 1981 seems to be an exception: 
the rise in prices, a consequence of an infletion imposed upon us from 
abroad, has not been followed by any measure to readjust salaries. It is 
not that the father of the nation has not wished to do, or repeat, what he 
has always done spontaneously, or almost spontaneously, with respect to 
salaries. Indeed there are moments when it is better to let the goose with 
the golden eggs live, even during a great famine. The economic crisis 

that is shaking the world reaches the Ivory Coast in full swing and is mak- 
ing it very difficult for our businesses to survive, however generous they 
may be. 


Reductions of personnel, work stoppages and investment delays are helping 
unemployment to gain ground while stopping our growth. In these conditions, 
to try to impose a heavier load on business would be imprudent, if not anti- 
economic. Quite to the contrary, these enterprises need to be helped to 
subsist and wait for better days." 


One thing is clear. The workers will have to have patience and show public 
spiritism this year by "tightening the belt," as one says So well in the bushesof 


Treichville or Marcory, while waiting for this storm called inflation and 
deterioration of trade conditions to end. 
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Liet of Demande 


Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in Prench 5 May 61 p 11 
[Article by Kebe Yacouba] 


[Excerpts] Meeting at the Labor Exchange on 1 May, the workers of the Ivory 
Coast adopted nine resolutions concerning the improvement of their lifestyle 
and working conditions. 


Mr Joseph Coffie, who was accompanied by a large delegation of workers, pre- 
sented the complaints to President Auguste Denise, who represented the chief 
of estate at the occasion. 


The firet resolution concerns employment etability. Doubtlessly, it is the 
most important one. 


The workers are demanding the enactment of a law governing lay-offs. 
Second Resolution: the Creation of Canteens 


In a large city like Abidjan, where most workers live in areas far from 
their place of work and consequently cannot return home at noon, certainly 
the only efficient remedy is to create canteens. 


Third Resolution: Increase in the Transportation Allowance of Government 
Workers 


The UGTCI [General Union of Ivory Coast Workers] recalls that the allowance 
is 500 francs, was instituted in 1953 and has not been increased since then. 
However, transportation allowances for workers in the private sector range 
from 3,000 to 10,000 france and even more for high-ranking officials. 


The employees believe they have the right to the same allowance. Therefore, 
the UGTCI is asking the government once more to increase these allowances 
noticeably. 


Fourth Resolution: Unemployment Lasurance 


The workers are grateful for the considerable help that the chief of state 
gave the Ivorian unemployed. They believe, nevertheless, that this gesture, 
though important, does not solve the basic situation of the unemployed. The 
number of unemployed increases year by year. 


Fifth Resolution: Reduction of Personnel 


Without any doubt, lay-offs and reductions in force are intimately connected: 
the first one is often the consequence of the second, and the second one 
generally an excuse for the first. The workers stressed this relationship 
of cause and effect. 
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To prevent excessive reductions of personnel from increasing unemployment 
dangerously and troubling the social climate any further, the UGTCI is 
demanding ineietently a genuine verification of the merite of collective 
lay-offe to reduce personnel in order to obtain the etrict application of 
existing laws and put an end to any possible abuses. 


Sixth Resolution: The Situation of Working Women 


In fact, working women have epecific probleme in addition to those that they 
share with men. Their problems concern hiring practices, access to posi- 
tions of responsibility in the private and mixed sectors and maternity. 

They ap vo setting forth these claims eince 1975, the International Year 
of the . 


Low=-Rent Housing 
Seventh Resolution: Construction of many dwellings for the poor. 
Eighth Resolution: Elimination of Labor Tribunals. 


The UGTCI] ie demanding the elimination pure and simple of labor tribunals 
and their replacement with conciliation boards made up of management and 
labor representatives. The labor unions believe such 4 commission would be 
more likely to solve the disputes rapidly and efficiently, while respecting 
the law. 


Ninth Resolution: the High Cost of Living and Salary Increases. 


This resolution provoked a thunder of applause. The UGTCI launched a real 
“warning cry" that we need appropriate measures to fight the high cost of 
living and illegal hikes in prices, especially of indispensable products. 


President Auguste Denise assured the UGTCI that the government is determined 
to examine objectively all the complaints which he will deliver to the chief 
of state promptly. 
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IVORY COAST 


CHILEAN ENDESA DELEGATION VISITS, DISCUSSES COOPERATION 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 4 May 81 p 9 


[Excerpt] A delegation from the National Electric Company of Chile [ENDESA) 
stayed in our country until last Monday. During their stay, three company 
officials toured our country and were able to see the installations of the 
Ivory Coast Electric Power Company [EECI], which has had exchanges with the 
Chilean company for a few years. The Chileans were making a trip similar to 
the one which the EECI delegation made to Chile on March of last year; the 
delegation at that time was led by assistant director general Mr Koutoua. 

Mr Mario Zenteno, who led the delegation, said Monday afternoon that if 
exchanges between the two companies are increasing, it is because the "con- 
figuration of the EECI system is almost equal to that of the ENDESA system." 
In fact, about 80 percent of both companies’ output comes from hydraulic 
power. And in Chile, as in our country, it is a matter of increasingly 
promoting the development of this type of energy. Both countries expect 

to be able to meet demands until the year 2020 with the electricity produced 
from the large dams. Consequently, it is easy to understand that the pos- 
sibilities for exchanging information are great. But it must also be 
pointed out that the problems of electricity in the two countries are very 
similar becuase both belong to the Third World. ‘he situations are similar. 
This led Mr Koutoua to say that since problems are practically the same, the 
EECI and ENDESA can speak the same language and understand each other. 
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MAURITIUS 


ELECTION OF MMM CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
Ethnic Affiliations of Candidates 


Port Louls THE NATION in French 21 Apr pp 1, 4 





[Text] By a strange coincidence, the overall composition 
of the list of 44 candidates for election to the central 
committee of the MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement] reflects 
more or less, in terms of percentages, the overall 
composition of the population of Mauritius. Of the 44 
candidates seeking election to the central committee, 23 
are Hindu, 13 are members of the general population, and 8 
Muslim. 


The 23 Hindus constitute 52.27 percent of the candidates, while according to the 
last census (in 1972), Hindus composed 51.8 percent of the popula ion. If the 
figures are rounded off, the overall composition of this list reflects almost 
exactly the ratio of Hindus in the population of Mauritius. 


As for the general population [non-ethnic population], according to the same census 
it represents 28.5 percent of the total population. That constituency's candidates 
number 13, or 29.54 percent of the 44 candidates. 


Eight candidates for the central committee are Muslim--15.8 percent of the 
candidates. The bureau of statistics had concluded, in 1972, that Muslims 
represented 16.5 percent of the total population. 


If Noel Lee Cheong Lem had been a candidate, the overall picture would have been 
perfect, The absence of candidates of Chinese origin creates a small anomaly. 
Mauritians of Chinese ancestry represent a bit less than 3 percent of the 
population. 


Elections to the central committee will take place next Sunday. Fifteen of the 
44 candidates on the national list will be elected. An additional election will 
be held later on the regional level to pick 20 other members of the central 
committee. 


Only th. final tally will show whether the 15 actually elected reflect similarly 
the situation in the country's municipalities. However, it is fairly certain that 























the composition of the political bureau, with Hindu president, several 
vice-presidents, and other members, will mirror faithfully the ethnic composition 
of the population, 


Candidates representing the Hindu 52 percent next Sunday on the ballot are Mesere 
Vishnu Arian, Siven Chinien, Ponappa Naiken, Rajen Pillay, Rama Poonoosamy, Dev 
Ramano, Rajoo Tirvengadum, Mahen Utchanah, Moorgesh Veerabraden, Sree Krishna 
Baligadoo, Raja Bhadhain, D. Bissessur, K. Dinnaram, B. Jhurry, G. Gangabissoon, 
Prem Koonjoo, R. Lochun, Dinesh Mundil, Devanand Rottoo, D. Seebarrun, Ramduth 
Jadoo and Aneeroo: Jugnauth. Three deputies (Baligadoo, Jaddoo and Jugnauth), 
some trade unionists, door-to-door salesmen and wsedium caliber intellectuals are 
among those listed. 


Candidates from the general population are Mesere A. Darga, France Delbar, Mario 
Flore, Nabe Fortuno, Mathieu Lacle, Percy Lafrance, Marc Marie, Gaetan Pillay, Serge 
Rayapoulle, France Soopramanien, Rex Stephen, Paul Berenger and Jean-Claude Bibi. 
This list includes certain anti-PSM (Mauritian Socialist Party] elements (notably 
Messrs Bibi, Rayapoulle and Soopramanien), and their electoral performance next 
Sunday will indicate the extent of their influence among the rank and file. 


The list of Muslim candidates includes Messrs Kader Bhayat (deputy), Aleem 
Bundhoo, N. Dilmahomed, Rafick Elahee, Fareed Chattun, Eshan Mamode, Abdoolah 
Sassa and Lqbal Toorabally. Mr Bhayat's election is assured. Mr Toorabally, 
“shooting star" among the rank and file, is also strongly favored. 


The electoral campaign is now in full swing among the rank and file. The 
opportunity for an alliance with the PSM constitutes one of the issues of this 
campaign, while the leadership tries to squash the anti-PSM elements and Mr Bibi's 
group, particularly after last Tuesday's incident in Parliament. 





Berenger Heads List 
Port “ouis THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Once again the MMM leadership has triumphed in the 
national election of the central committee, which lays claim 
to supreme authority within the party. The election, taking 
place yesterday morning at New Devton College in Beau-Bassin, 
gave Mr Paul Berenger, secretary general, 142 of the 162 
votes cast, or 87 percent. Three ballots were declared 
invalid. 


Thus, 14 members of the former central committee have kept their seats. The 
newcomer is Mr Ramduth Jaddoo, first deputy from Montagne Blanche/Grande Riviere 
Sud Est, replacing Mr Gianduth Hazary, who did not run this year. 


Also noteworthy is the fall of Mr Baligadoo, who last year shared first place with 
Mr Berenger, but who placed fifth this time; and the advance of Mr Devanand to 
sixth place, with 121 votes. Mr France Soopramanien, president of the General 
Workers’ Federation, and one of the first militants to oppose an alliance between 
MMM and PSM, received 86 votes. Messrs Mathieu Lacle and Prem Koonjoo still enjoy 
great popularity among the rank and file. 
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Ae for Mario Flore, he was beaten by a margin of only three votes by Mr Rafick 
Rlahee, the lowest on the liet. 


Among defeated trade unionists were Mesere Aleem Bundhoo, Eshan Mamode, France 
Delbar, Nabe Fortuno, Rajen Pillay, Gaetan Pillay, Rajoo Tirvengadum, Moorgesh 
Veerabadren and others. 


On the other hand, Mr Ravin Lochun, a respected intellectual, and "strong man" 
on the south shore, is clearly on the way up: this time he has scored 27 votes, 
as againet 13 last year--winning a bet placed by certain rank and file militants 
who had predicted that he would win no more than 15. 


The 15 Elected to the Central Coamittee 


L. Paul Berenger cc cccccccccccceccccceeceeeeeeeeeeeeeee 142 votes (87 percent) 
2. Kader Bha@yat 2. ccc ccc ccc 4 Votes 
3. Am@erood Jugmauth .. 6. ccc cece eeewwwewewweeeeceese L392 Votes 
4. Ramduth Jaddoo on... cece 4M votes 
5. Shree Krishna Baligadoo ......ccccccccccccccccceccee 126 Votes 
6. Devanand ROCKO 2... ccccccccccnccccceccccceccecceecese L211 votes 
7. Mathdeu LAcle cocci ccc cc cece 86 votes 
B. Prem KOOMJOO 2922 votes 
9. Prance Soopramanten ......cccccccccewweccccccccceeee 86 Votes 
10. Siven Chinden .....ccccecccee se eeeeweeecececececeeee 85 votes 
Ll. Rama PoOOMAGaMyY «6... cece ccc ceeeweeweeeeeeeeeccceeess§ 81 Votes 
12. Bidiandand Jhurry, and 

13. Ponappa Naiken, @ach 2... ccc 779 votes 


14. Mahendra Utchanah .... 66. c cece 72 Votes 
15. Ra fick Elahee *eeepeeeneeeenereeeeeeeeeneeneaeeeeeeeeeaeeee#ee#e « 70 votes 


Jean-Claude Bibi Loses Election 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Mr Jean-Claude Bibi, MMM deputy from the 20th district, 
failed to win election to the central committee of his party 
yesterday morning, with only 39 of the 162 votes, representing 
a mere 24 percent. Still, Mr Bibi can try his luck again at 
the regional level (Briquetterie), in the 4th district, or 

in the 20th, where he is one of the deputies at large. 


Thus, in the coming weeks, each of the 20 regional committees will elect a 
representative to sit on the central committee. This will bring the total member- 
ship up to 35--15 elected on the national level and 20, on the regional. 


Commenting on Mr Bibi's performance after the election of the central committee, 
Mr Paul Berenger, secretary general of MMM, told reporters that the position 
implicitly taken by Mr Bibi is a risky one--and favored by only 24 percent of the 
votes cast. "I and my 87 percent definitely do not lean in Mr Bibi's direction,” 
he concluded. 
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In MMM circles, the defeat that Mr Bibi suffered can be interpreted as a stab in 
the back, after his shattering declarations in the legislative assembly two weeks 
ago on the subject of Malagasy policy, and the president of the U.S., Ronald 
Reagan. These declarations were a direct challenge to the MMM--which, through the 
voice of its secretary general, felt impelled to dissociate itself from Mr Bibi's 


position. 


9347 
CSO: 4400/1214 


33 














MAURITIUS 


MMM MOUNTS OFFENSIVE AGAINST NEW PARTY 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 28 Apr 81 p 4 
[Article: "MMM Steps Up Assurances to the Nation and to Cadres")] 


[Text] A forum yesterday to explain the MMM/PSM program and to 
respond to "Progress and Liberty." 


The MMM reacted vigorously yesterday to the criticisms formulated by its detractors 
on the common program, "a program which remains essentially the MMM program pub- 
lished in 1976 enriched with the ideas of the PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party]." 
The MMM also wanted to be reassuring for the population as a whole (the MMM 
spokesman, Paul Berenger, lay stress on maintaining political pluralism; no 
censorship of the prese and no single party) as well as for the cadres and managers. 
As for the latters, Berenger formally denied that there was a “black list;" he also 
alluded to the SSR's [Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam's] speech at the PT [Labor Party] 
congress Sunday and also to "the scare campaign led by the Progress and Liberty 
Group, the objective of which is to make us believe that the MMM would victimize 
the cadres." The tone was equally reassuring when the MMM secretary general 
declared that the application of the common program would be done within the 
framework “of strict legality," even if it entails amending certain laws, during 
the next 5 years, with the objective of building socialism. This program, Berenger 
said, was not written inany university but rather taking into account the realities 
of the country. Berenger addressed a forum organized yesterday at the Mary Queen 
of Peace Social Center in Port-Iouis, with MMM President Aneerood Jugnauth 
presiding. 


For more than an hour, Berenger first explained the merits of the common program. 
then reacted severely against its detractors, especially the private sector and 

the Progress and Liberty Group, which he accused of using "arrogant and provocative 
language."" During the major portion of his statement, he explained the "maneuvers" 
of the private sector which “are strangely similar to those of the Progress and 
Liberty Group." He recalled an editorial by Freddy Appasamy which appeared in the 
"Voice of the Private Sector" issue of PROSI, and he severely denounced what he 
considers an “arrogant and provocative" tone which “even questions the moral 
integrity of the MMM and PSM leaders." 


"This language of the private sector was later to be taken up again by the Progress 
and Liberty Group, whose tone this time has become insulting and unacceptable," 
he averred. 














Bberenger categorically rejected the cliches of the “low level of the political 
class, demagogic vampiriem,” etc. Mest of the members who belong to the group, 
Berenger maintained, are regular contributors to PROSI and thus “are there to 
defend the private sector." 


Hae An Elaborated Manifesto Yet Been Seen? 


Berenger recalled “Progress and Liberty's" document on the common program. "This 
document defends the private sector blindly and ise systematically against all the 
proposals contained in our program. 


"The only reproach that they make is that the common program ie not elaborated. 
Hae an elaborated government program yet been seen? Were the manifestos of the 
political parties in 1976 elaborated?" Berenger wondered. 


Proceeding to another connection, Berenger pointed out that the MMM has no “black 
list," ae the prime minieter, Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, would have it believed at 
the labor congress on Sunday. “The MMM," he said, “has no spirit of vengeance 
against cadres or managers, but in the case of the MBC [Mauritius Broadcasting 
Corporation) certain persons have discredited themselves in the eyes of the MMM by 
their past political actions at the very time they should have remained objective." 





Berenger also reproached the members of the Progress and Liberty Group for speaking 
of the past of the political leaders of the Opposition. In this spirit, he defended 
A. Jugnauth's membership in the Mauritius Hindu Congress, which at the time, was 

"a necessity for the defense of the Hindus who were denigrated by a political party." 
"At that time it wae the duty of each Hindu to defend himself," Berenger said, 
pointing out to his adversaries that "Mr Jugnauth has no lessons to learn from 
those people.” 


"Speaking of the past,” the secretary general added, “why aren't they talking about 
Mervyn Coombes' membership in the Center Party or Germain Comarmond's membership 
as secretary general of the UDM [Mauritian Democratic Union)?" 


Speaking of former positions taken by the private sector which indicate that the 
latter are ready to collaborate with a possible MMM-PSM government, Berenger 
insisted on giving a “patriot's advice” that the private sector continue on the 
same line. 


Accusations of Communism and Turning to the Right 


Attacking his political adversaries, especially the PT-PMSD government coalition, 
Berenger noted two attitudes: on one hand, the MMM is accused of taking “a turn 
to the right” and on the other, this party is called “communist.” Alluding to 
SSR's speech last Sunday, Berenger declared, "We have no desire for vengeance and 
we bear no rancor against anyone.” 


Referring to the document on the Common Program, published by the Labor Party under 
the signatures of J. Burty David, Vijay Venkatasamy and Suresh Moorba, Berenger 
feels that this is a document which could not be taken seriously “for the very 
reason that it bears the signature of two defectors." 
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| Could Not Live Under A Single Party 


With respect to the criticiemse by a wing of the MM to the effect that the program 
ie not sufficiently stamped by “soctaliem", Berenger congratulated thie group on 
ite criticleme and arranged to meet with the MMM delegates for deeper debates at 
the branch level. 


There is no better guarantee for freedom and democracy than the MMM, Berenger said, 
adding that "I, Paul, am not capable of living in a country with a single party.” 
"If certain countries want 4 single-party eyetem, that ie their business; ae for ue, 
we do not want to interfere in their affaire,” Berenger concluded. 
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MAURITIUS 


NEW PROGRESS AND LIBERTY PARTY PORMED 
Party Objectives Defined 
Port Loule THE NATION in French 10 Apr 61 pp 1,4 
[Article: "'Progrese and Liberty’ Podate Out Defects of Society") 


[Text] During @ press conference yesterday Philippe Blackburn, the spokesman of 
the "Progress and Liberty" Group, clearly defined the group's objectives and ideal. 
At hie side were: Sunyl Banymandhbub, Robert Bigaignon, Germain Commarmond, Pierre 
Dinan, Philippe A. Forget and Mervyn North-Coombes. Blackburn also presented the 
group's criticieme on the MMM/PSM [Mauritian Militant Movement/Mauritian Socialist 
Party) manifesto. 





The Progress and Liberty Group recalls the scourges from which the country is 
suffering: an acute economic crisis, a high unemployment rate, an enormous foreign 
debt, inetitutionalized inefficiency and laziness, a record number of public dis- 
missals, poor productivity, corruption, injustice, favoritiem, communalism, failure 
to observe laws, lack of a conscientious approach to work, lack of enlightened 
leadership, lack of civic and patriotic spirit, deterioration of morals. 


The Group believes that responsibility can be attributed to the extremely low level 
of the political class, but it is aware of the fact that all Mauritians without 
distinction have a share in the responsibility in this process of deterioration of 
ovr society. “We have for too long remained passive spectators of the demagogic 
political vampiriem of these last years. This fundamental disease has its origin 
in the etructures of society.” 


Remedies 


The Group rejects the label of “technocracy.” It is not a political party, and it 
does not believe in a “third force” in the present electoral context. The group 
wishes to bring an influence to bear on the existing political parties and to 
prompt public opinion to think about the propositions of each political party and 
analyze them with a critical spirit. 


The Group asserts that it is freedom-loving, devoted to democratic institutions 
and animated by che desire to see the country make progress, in economic terms as 
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well as social, “We share 4 common ideal of social justice, fair dealing, 
integrity, labor ethics, progress and freedom, in peace and harmony." 


The Group aeeerte that it is not elitist and that it has a etructure for welcoming 
all men and a1) women to share ite ideal, whatever their ethnic origin, their 
occupation or their social clase, 


The Group does not exclude the possibility that certain people who belong to it 
may enter votercatching partisan politics. “We need men to serve the nation. We 
need abilities in all fielde and at all levels. We need men and women of spirit 
and heart, animated by 4 desire for union rather than for division, a desire to 
give rather than to receive.” 


In response to questions, Mervyn North-Coombes deciared that the MEF ([Mauritian 
Employers Federation) had addressed “a guidance note” to ite members last year 
inviting them to grant temporary leave to employees when required in order for 
them to engage in active politics, on the condition that this would not be at the 
enterprise level. 


Blackburn declared that in alluding “to the extremely low level of the political 
clase” the Group meant to refer to demagoguery at the level of debates, information 
and mass communication. 


Blackburn declared that the Group would not refuse to formulate suggestions for 
drawing up a party manifesto. Philippe Forget broke in to say that the Group could 
be consulted, but the manifesto will obviously bear the Party's stamp. Mervyn 
North-Coombes emphasized: "In order for the Group to give its opinion, it is stiil 
necessary that the party which invites it to do eo share its ideals.” 


Blackburn Future Candidate? 


Philippe Blackburn announced that he had, in fact, been approached by the PMSD 
[Mauritian Social Democratic Party] leader to be one of the Alliance's candidates 
in the Stanely/Rose-Hill district during the forthcoming elections, but that he had 
not yet made any decision. If he decided to do so, he would free himself of his 
professional obligations, which he considers incompatible with partisan and 
electoral politics. 


Blackburn denied that he was a member of a committee which is initiating scientific 
studies aiming at forming a collegiale directorate around the PMSD leader or to 
evaluate future candidates. But recently he was invited to give his point of view 
on a PMSD reorganization project. 


New Party Slams MMM Manifesto 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 10 Apr 81 pp 1,4 
[Article: "Manifesto Which Errs in Its Lack of Realism") 


\Text| Commenting on the MMM manifesto, the “Progress and Liberty" Group declared 
that the document deserves to be given serious study. “Pains must be taken to 
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understand the meaning of the words completely, to read between the lines and 
consider the practical aspect of the proposale which it contains, since thie is a 
government program,” it saye. 


But the Group ie of the opinion that thie manifesto errs in ite generalities, ite 
lack of precision, and especially ite lack of economic realiem and the absence of 
elaborated proposals. 


The Group aleo asserts that the MMM/PSM alliance gives the impression of wanting to 
please everyone, of being reassuring for democracy, of picking up everything along 
the way, but “where are the MMM ideas which predominate in the text?" 


The Group invites the MMM/PSM alliance “to explain, elaborate and clarify thie 
common manifesto, which, it saye, wae drafted by the MMM secretary general, in the 
name of the two parties ‘which have become brothers. '" 


The Group cites several obvious omissions: no precise information on the amendments 
to the Conetitution which the epirit of the manifesto makes necessary, no usage of 
the words “soctalien" and “marxiem." The PSM, like the MMM, calle iteelf 
"“socialiet."” The alliance should thus say whether it is “socialist,” “marxist" or 
“social democrat." 


According to the group, the document is "the 1976 MMM program, modified twice over 
with some ideas from the PSM as a veneer." 


The economic program, says the Group, veluntarily avoids choosing between the most 
obvious contradictory economic options: 


salaries vs. jobs, 
increased government revenues vs. consumer protection, 


reduction of government spending vs. the dearly won gains of wage earners (civil 
servants), 


creation of jobs vs. unemployment benefit/minimum living wage/government planning, 


self-government of public and paragovernmental sectors vs. more consistent control 
of the private sector. 


It should be noted that the Group's criticisms are formlated in 19 chapters which 
will be printed as a booklet and sold to the public. 
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MAURITIUS 


NEW PARTY HITS BACK AT CRITICISM OF REYNOLDS MICHEL 
Port Louie LE MAURICIEN in French 29 Apr 61 p 5 


[Article: “An Urgent Task: Progress and Liberty Respond to Reynolds Michel"; 
passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] At the end of an analysis set exclusively in marxist perspective (LE 
MAURICIEN, 21 April), Reynolds Michel termed our group's action “illusory” and 
“mystifying.” The reason is very simple. Michel is wearing Marx's spectacles. 
The result is that his field of vision ie limited and the image of reality which 
he perceives is distorted. 


For our part, the reactions to our positions confirm for us the validity of our 
convictions and our action. 


1. Marx's Spectacles 


Reynolds Michel begins his proof with a definition of the political field which is 
fundamentally marxist: “political choice does not refer to univeral values 
(justice, peace, freedom, etc.)...(1i) always bears the stamp of a class point of 
view." 


And further on, “political action always takes the concrete face of a perspective 
/to the exclusion/ (our emphasis) of others, one option /to the exclusion/ of 
others." 


By this statement, R. Michel aligned his point of view with those which consider 
politics to be /essentially a struggle/, a battle, power enabling those who hold 
it (individuals or groups) to ensure their domination over society (and to benefit 
from it). 


Among those who subscribe to this definition of politics are the marxists, for 
whom struggle is the driving force of the evolution of societies. At each stage 
only partial integration is produced, a “synthesis,” which immediately becomes a 
source of /incompatibilities/ and /antagonisms/. Integration, harmony, is realized 
only at the end of history, the advent of a society without conflicts, a sort of 
materialist nirvana. 
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It ie known that marxiet parties are engaged exclusively in favor of the proletariat, 
the avant-garde class, the fer-de-lance of the revolution. The concept of the 
/"dietatorship of the proletariat"/ and the mechanism of /"democratic centralien"/ 
which R. Michel simply paraphrased in hie definition when speaking of clase position 
and exclusive options, ie well «nown, 


But there is /another dimension to politics,/ since it can aleo be a means of 
ensuring social order, integration of everyone in the community, for the common 
good, in the synthesise of particular demands. It is an effort to make order reign 
in peace and justice, power ensuring the general interest above individual 
preferences. 


Naturally, marxiet Reynolde Michel immediately wanted to remove /"universal values" / 
and ali moral connotations to politics in his definition. 


Politics, however, is action. And the fundamental relation of all action is that 
of /means to end. Hence one of the viewpoints to consider in politics is that of 
ethics./ 


There can be no question of removing politice from moral judgment, recognizing, 
however, that morals and politics do not have the same objective. 


Morals responds to internal requirements and concern personal acts, according to 
the criteria of duty, each individual being responsible for his own conduct. It 
is reference to conscience alone. It is the ethics of conviction. 


Politics responds to a necessity of social life and whoever engages in it intends 
to participate in taking charge of the total collective destiny of a community. It 


is the ethics of responsibility. 
2. Economic Lucidity and Realism 


R. Michel next tackles our analysis of the MMM/PSM [Mauritian Militant Movement / 
Mauritian Socialist Party] program to judge in an extremely summary manner that 
it “is, in the aggregate, typical rightist criticism." Michel's only argument is 
that the leitmotif of our criticiem is consistent: “lack of realism", “demagogic 
character" and “mediocrity of the economic pian." 


Michel would do well to refer to what the secretary (omission) an interview in 
MAURICIEN on Monday 23 June 1980 entitled "We Are Aiming At Modern and Lucid 
Socialism." 


We quote: “What I want to talk about is an aspect of this modern socialism. ..the 
importance of severe economic measures, professionalism in the ‘management' of the 
economy in its totality.” 


And later: “the time to. set finances to rights, rewrite a budget in order to 
evolve toward a balanced budget" (the most advanced liberals could not have said 
it better!). No one, then, would have dreamed of describing the MMM secretary 
general as taking after “the new reactionary right." The editor in chief of 
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LE MAURLCIEN viewed it as simply a positive evolution of the MMM and a hint of the 
leaven of social democracy. 


Today in light of the MMM secretary general's reactions to the criticiems formulated 
by hie program, it muet be concluded that he had /changed his mind/ and that at the 
time he wanted simply /to reasaure./ Furthermore, he said so within the framework 
of thie same interview: “The MMM has been trying for years to reassure." 


People and Structure 


R. Michel then dwelled on the little sentence "the fundamental disease has its 
origin in people and not in the etructures of our society.” 


And, like a good marxiet, he bludgeons us over the head with his dogma: 


"Politics does not take on problems and does not confront reality on the basis of 
the individual and values. It grasps reality from the viewpoint of the social 
forces which confront each other in a power relationship." 


Let us translate into plain language: /"Clase struggle."/ And Michel teaches us a 
lesson: “they forget or are unaware that the social structures mark men profoundly, 
that economic, political and cultural factors of alienation are not situated outside 
their existence.” 


To give good measure, only the innate /acquired or nature/ culture problematic is 
missing. No one denies the influence of structures. But, even so, we have the 
right to think that our structures only need to be reformed and reoriented and not 
to be radically changed, for the good reason that the present structures have been 
poorly utilized by sometimes mediocre of ill-intentioned men. 


We challenge this marxist propensity to prefer structures to people. People and 
structure interact, of course. But why propose to subordinate people to struc- 
tures when it is only mediocre utilization of the latter which is in question. 


We know to what extremes, to what extraordinary amounts of suffering, to what 
unimaginable horrors this had led in Stalin's Soviet Union, in the China of Mao's 
Great Leap Forward or in Pol-Pot's Cambodia. 


In this same debate, Michel ventures into anthropology. How does he arrive at 
establishing equivalency between anthropology and politics? There is nothing 
astonishing in that. Reynolds is a good marxist. 


"Marxist anthropology" reduces the totality of human activities to economics, the 
driving force of history. "The history of all society up to our time is nothing 
more than the history of class struggle," writes Marx in his manifesto. 


In the center of the class struggle is the proletariat. The supreme issue for the 
marxist is the issue of the assumption of power by the proletariat and the party, 

consecration of the political struggle. Here is how it's done! Political victory 
in the name of the proletariat is confirmation of dogma--the advent of the “marxist 


man", “homo-economicus.” 
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For our part, we challenge the exclusive primacy of the economic “infrastructure” 
and we recognize instead the importance of the so-called "superstructures": 
religious, moral, political and cultural. 


Moreover, we will not claim to envisage a total concept of man in a debate on 
politics, the field of which is Limited. 


An Urgent Requirement 


At the end of his analysis, Reynolds Michel concludes that our action is "illusory 
and mystifying" because we claim to “make a unique and credible political 
statement." 


But where is he going to find that? No doubt, in his marxist "unconscious." 
Unlike the marxists, we have not claimed to have the “scientific truth." 


Let us re-examine the very terms of the Philippe Blackburn's declaration at our 
first press conference: 


"We are a group of political thought and action who have assigned ourselves the 
objective of bringing influence to bear on the existing political parties and to 
prompt public opinion to think about the propositions of each political party and 
to analyze them in a critical spirit." Why detect dogma in what is only realism 
and pragmatism? 





Our political action aims at denouncing everyone who endangers the funadmental 
liberties, who jeopardizes the conditions for economic development and social 
progress and threatens to aggravate still further our compatriots’ quality of life 
and [sic] at proposing specific positive measures which engage the future and aim 
at reforming and ameliorating Mauritians' living conditions in a solidary manner. 


We have reasons to believe that our action is already bearing fruit. The PSM/MMM 

is organizing a forum to respond to the criticisms of its program. Michel himself 
admits that our commentaries are often just. In an already famous “Appeal to 
Cadres"--published in NOUVEAU MILITANT of Friday 24 April 1981--Bashir Khodabux 
tells us that there isan “alternative” within the MMM, that the cadres have 
"listened to it and understood it," that this party does not contain only “political 
robots" and in an eloquent speech, confides in us “that a swallow doesn't make a 
spring." 


For its part, the UDM [Mauritius Democratic Union] is reconsidering the possibility 
of a third force and is envisaging an alliance. 


Who can deny that we are influencing the parties? Our task, far from being 
impossible, is an urgent reguirement in the eyes of many Mauritians. 


Michel wants to know from behind which bars we are talking. 


We are not and do not want to be the prisoners of any bars. Actually, we have come 
out from behind the bars. We are free and in the democratic melee. 


9380 
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MAURITIUS 


UNITY, CONSOLIDATING DEMOCRATIC FORCES STRESSED AT LABOR PARTY CONGRESS 
Labor Party Unity 

Port Louise THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 pp 1,4 

[Article: “Labor Party Confronts the Enemy in Unity") 


[Text] The team is more solid and the program altered in view of 
the coming elections. 


Mobilization in unity for victory. Concerted action in order to safeguard freedom 
and democracy. Urgent need for cohesive work at all levels in order for Mauritius 
to remain a free country in the Indian Ocean. Commitment to renewal and a better 
choice of candidates in anticipation of the coming general elections. Such are the 
salient facts of the annual Labor Party conference, held yesterday morning in the 
ballroom of the Plaza in Rose-Hill, with 3,000 delegates attending. The principal 
leaders of the party immediately declared that yesterday's congress is perhaps the 
last before the coming general elections. As for the PT's [Labor Party's] two 
allies in the government--the PMSD [Mauritian Social Democratic Party] and the CAM 
[Moslem Action Committee]--their spokesmen, at this juncture Robert Rey and Razack 
Peeroo, also argued in favor of team work against the common enemy of democracy, 
the MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement]. 


Unity was the keynote of the labor congress in an atmosphere of candor and with 
increased participation by the ladies. In his annual report, the PT President Burty 
David reaffirmed, moreover, the necessity of consolidating all the democratic forces 
in order to win the coming elections. It was a rallying cry: “This congress must 
result in a genuine labor offensive at all levels, must cement all ties, put us in 

a winning mood and be a genuine inspiration to the party and its supporters. 


Burty David emphasized: "We must win. The stakes are too high. We don't have 
the right to let democracy, respect for the individual, and freedom perish in the 
hands of adventurers who want to transform the nation into a political laboratory. 


"This congress thus takes its entire significance from this context. Victory comes 
at the price of a fierce fight. The Labor Party will manage to bring it to the 
final triumph." 











Change 


In hie statement, David took up thie theme and recalled what the PT has accomplished 
since 1936 in order to establish liberty and democracy solidly. The opposition 
wants to create anarchy, lead the country astray and establish a climate of in- 
tolerance and dictatorship. As for the PT, it has always militated for the respect 
of cultures and religions. 


David agreed that Mauritiane want change. He promised that a more solid team will 
run in the coming elections and will offer an altered and more dynamic progran. 


In Sir Satcam Boolell's opinion, this may be the congress preceeding the general 
elections. Never in the history of Mauritius hae the danger been so great. Liberty 
is directly menaced, and all energies must be mobilized to safeguard liberty, which 
was dearly won. 


The Labor Party, said Sir Satcam, must confront the adversary in unity, mobilizing 
the strength of all its supporters. The present economic difficulties are being 
exploited for political purposes. Representatives and supporters must be informed 
and sensitized both to the present problems and to the solutions advocated. 





Sir Satcam referred to the analysis of the MMM manifesto by a PT subcommittee and 
added that those who have left the ranks of the opposition know today to what 
extent they were misinformed. 


The opposition often speaks of ministerial trips, but it does not mention what these 
trips have given the country. Guyana has seen itself refused IMF aid, and Mauritius 
has just obtained 400 million Mauritian rupees [MS]. After the passage of cyclone 
Claudette, Sir Satcam, who was in Europe, contacted WFP (World Food Program] and 
obtained rice, edible oil and dried grain. This personal contact released MS 10 
million. The world is small. Personal and human contact is necessary. 


Sir Satcam then spoke of the mentality prevailing in certain circles. Those for 
whom the PT fought often forget that an opposition regime would inevitably entail 
loss to them. Certain of them are courting the MMM in order not to miss the boat. 
Now, the opposition's coming to power will mean the loss of liberty and the end 
of democracy. Madagascar offers us a concrete example. Tanzania had to appeal 
to Japan. 


The coming elections will be more serious than those in 1967: we must indeed 
decide if this country will be consigned to a political party connected with 
foreign countries. Sir Satcam appealed to all those who have the country's 
interest at heart. The PT cannot give everyone tickets. Selection must be made 
in order to ensure credibility and victory. 


Difference must be forgotten. We must be solidly against the enemy, and Sir 
Satcam insisted that considerations of a personal nature, dictated by the desire 
to be in the avant-garde, stop. We must act with candor. The only consideration 
should be man. 
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Sir Satcam expressed delight at the mobilization of che ladies, and he asked all 
PT sympathizers to be soliders on the battle field in the decisive struggle that 
must be won. 


Ringadoos Marxists Concealing Truth 
Port Louie THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 pp 1,4 
[Article: "Ringadoo: The Marxists are Concealing the Truth") 


[Text] Sir Veerasamy Ringadoo [SVR] firet paid homage to the prime minister, who, 
despite his age and the condition of his health, has agreed to lead the PT electoral 
campaign, 4 campaign that will be very hard. It is true that the problems of the 
moment are annoying to Mauritians, but these problems have a world context and can 
be resolved. The prime stake is liberty and democracy. 


Sir Veerasamy said that without IMF aid, the situation would have been indescribable 
for the majority of Mauritians: basic food products would have disappeared from 
the market. It has been possible to maintain a certain standard of living and 
social services (pensions, family allowances, medical care, education) up to now. 


The PT does not claim not to have had any failings. But, said SVR, we have 
responsibilities toward the country and the generations to come. We must reform 
our hearts, our spirits. 


Sir Veerasamy blamed the MMM which caused investors to flee to the free zone and 
by rash actions, caused the price of goods to rise. Thousands of rupees in foreign 
currency has been wasted in freight surcharges. 


The PT has no miracle solution for the problems of the moment. What is more, life 
is still harder in the countries which Paul Berenger frequents. But the marxists 
are concealing the truth. The PT wants only to make the population understand that 
we can find a way out, if the social climate is good and if efforts are made. The 
PT has experience with Mauritian affairs. Sir Veerasamy recalled that the 
distribution of wealth is being done by means of taxes. 


He added that the battle will be very hard and ended by expressing his conviction 
that a team of young people will take over from their elders in the party, remaining 
faithful to the path that has been blazed. 

PMSD, CAM Reaffirm Loyalty 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 pp 4 
[Article: "PMSD and CAM Reaffirm Their Loyalty") 
[Text] Robert Rey, the president of the Administrative Commission of Sister 


Cities, welcomed the members of the PT congress and recalled that at this difficult 
conjuncture it is imperative that a climate of fraternity and loyalty be established. 
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The PT has defended liberty during these last 46 years, and Rey gave assurances 
on behalf of the PMSD that his party will give the Labor Party members its full 


support. 


On behalf of the CAM, Razack Peeroo was supposed to emphasize that his group and 
the PT were united by the same ideal. He appealed to Moslems not to hold then- 
selves aloof from a party to whose founding Hasesenjee, Dr Jeetoo and Badat 
contributed. The battle will be very hard. More courage and determination must 
be displayed, since the adversary is the most dangerous there is. In sum, the 
choice will be made between liberty and dictatorship, between democracy and 
demagogy. 


Peeroo pointed out that the MMM leaders frequent certain countries where liberty 
no longer exists. He concluded with a vibrant call for each partisan to become a 
fighter for liberty. 


SSR: MMM Has Prepared Blacklist 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81 p 4 
[Article: "SSR: The MMM Has Prepared a Blacklist") 


[Text] Addressing the members of the congress, the prime minister reminded them of 
the opposition's threats, barely veiled and even spelled out, against all those 
who have not helped it. Civil servants and personnel in the private sector are 
threatened with seeing their names added to a blacklist. 


Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam [SSR] emphasized the meaning of liberty as Mauritians 
understand it. In the countries of the East, in the countries where the MMM has 
allies, trade union freedom, individual freedom and freedom of the press have 
been suppressed. 


SSR gave assurance that the PT will continue to promote equality between men and 
women and to boost the mixed economy. He stressed the necessity of maintaining 
order and discipline. The economic difficulties would have been less severe without 
the rash acts of the opposition and climatic conditions. 


SSR concluded by expressing his confidence that youth will manage to preserve the 
values established. 
Jagatsing: PT Will Return to Power 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 27 Apr 81, p 1 
[Article: "Jagatsingh: PT Will Return to Power") 
[Text] Sir Kher Jagatsingh, who opened the congress, is positive: this congress 


is invested with great importance, because of the disparagement campaign conducted 
by his adversaries, who already see themselves in power and who say that the PT has 


47 




















disappeared from the politi: scene. This is not the first time that they have 
said this, but this congress should be the start of a renewal which will return the 
PT to power in the coming elections, 


Certain differences of opinion came about in the past and treachery had the effect 
of forming a front against the PT. Sir Kher said that the adversaries of democracy 
are fierce and determined. In order to counter them, Labor ‘arty members must act 
as a single force. 


Sir Kher is glad that the party has regained the unity which, since 1936, has given 
it victory. 





The party's members and sympathizers must henceforth act in this spirit. The 
objective must be: Victory in order for liberty to be preserved. 


PWU Stands Aloof From Labor 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 30 Apr 81 pp 1,4 
[Article: "PWU Stands Aloof From Labor"] 


[Text] In order to show its dissatisfaction with the Labor Party's slowness in 
receiving certain problems, the Plantation Workers Union did not participate in 
last Sunday's annual congress. The president of the trade union, M.C. Bhagirutty, 
was surprised at the fact that his name was mentioned as one of the probable 
speakers at the | May Labor Party meeting. 


Bhagirutty made these revelations yesterday to the press, in the presence of D. 
Mohun, the secretary-treasurer of the trade union, and L. Cunniah, the secretary 
general. According to Bhagirutty, the PWU has been affiliated with the PT for two 
decades and it has played the role of a vanguard, especially during the campaign 
which led to independence. Since 1979, however, the PWU has been soliciting the 
PT's help, but in vain. Now, many problems have not been resolved, and tlhe demands 
for modifications of certain clauses of the IRA [Industrial Relations Act], the 
"Labor Act", the "National Pensions Act" are still under study. Worse: the "Code 
of Civil Procedure" has just overturned the structure of arbitration. 


Bhagirutty feels that the PWU is not receiving the PT's help. The Balmano 
Commission's report, published at great expense, is in the bottom of some desk 
drawer. Bhagirutty finds it inconceivable that in order to sell an ashtray or a 
motorcycle, it is necessary to have a decision by the majority of PWU members 
convened in a general assembly. He cannot imagine either that the "severance 
allowance” could have been reduced to a week of pay per year of service. 


Bhagirutcy added that the PWU has therefore decided to organize a day of 
consideration at the MLC [Mauritius Labor Conference] headquarters .omorrow. 


Cunniah, the MLC secretary general, emphasized that only two of the confederation's 
36 affilitates are connected with a political party. For it. part, the MLC insists 
on its total independence. He recalled in passing that Harish Boodhoo had been 
assigned the task of depoliticizing the trade unions: today he is back with the 
GWF [General Workers Federation] and the FTU [United Workers Federation]. 


9380 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


MNR INSURGENTS NO LONGER POSE THREAT 
AB111060 Paris AFP in English 0924 GMT 11 Jun 81 


[Report by Rene Biagi| 





[Excerpts| Maputo, 11 Jun (AFP)--The Mozambican National Resistance Movement (MNR), 
a South African-inspired insurgent organisation, has holed up in the Espungabera 
region of Manica Province, near the Zimbabwe frontier in southern Mozambique, 
according to reports here. 


Western diplomats here confirmed the belief of government officials that the 
movement had developed into an army of bandits rather than an effective anti- 
government guerrilla organisation. 


Various sources in the capital agreed that the MNR, created 6 years ago with 
backing from South African and the former Rhodesia, no longer constituted a serious 
threat to the government, although it remained an object of concern. 


it is difficult to estimate the strength of the insurgents, but most people think 
they are probably down to about 3,000 men, half their original number. 


Backed and manipulated by South Africa and Lan Smith's government in Salisbury 
prior to the independence of Zimbabwe last year, the initial objective was to 
oppose the Marxist government which had been set up in Mozambique, bordering the 
two remaining bastions of white power in southern Africa. 


At the time of its creation in 1975 it was 6,000 men strong, most of its members 
recruited from among the former Portuguese special African forces. 


Mozambican sources said here that, rather than having grown since it was set up, 
the movement had lost ground, particularly since the independence of Zimbabwe, 
when the MNR's rear bases in Rhodesia were lost. There had provided not only 
refuge, but supply points for South African aid. 


The South Africans claim no longer to have any direct contact with the MNR, 
although some Mozambicans said that the Pretoria regime was still making parachute 
drops to the rebels. 


Espungabera, the last stronghold, is in an isolated and thickly-forested mountain 
region near the border with Zimbabwe, sparsely populated and difficult to approach. 
The rebels have tribal affinities with the local inhabitants. 
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The bulk of the clandestine army withdrew to this area after a government offensive 
last July in whieh MNR leader Andre Mateantgaiase was killed, Smaller groups of 
survivors have been reported along the frontier with Malawi and around Sofale 
(Beira), 


Mozambican officiale said that last year's operation broke the back of the movement, 


The remnants of the underground army nevertheless #till manage to launch surprise 
attacks, not only around the Eapungabera region but eleewhere in the country. 

The MNR may have lost a lot of ite bite, but it still manages to remind people of 
ite existence, laying landmines and ambushing convoys. 


Only recently traffic along the coast road between Inhambane and Vilanculo, well 
south of kapungabera, was given military escorts. 


The Mavuzi Dam on the Revue River, close to the MNR sanctuary, is still a target 

of mortar attacks, one of the several economic targets lined up for the insurgents 
by their South African backers. Electricity from the Mavuzi station is exclusively 
for domestic consumption. 


Mozambican sources said that during the movement's early years it attacked precise 
targets, carefully avoiding the giant Cahora Basea Hydroelectric Complex, which 
also supplies South Africa. 


However during the past few months this previously privileged site has been sabotaged 
on several occasions. Supplies to South Africa, including the Pelindaba Nuclear 
Research Centre outside Pretoria, have been interrupted since an attack 2 months 

ago on four Pylons on the Cahora Bassa grid. 


Decapitated and without the set instructions which used to come from its Rhodesian 
and South African protectors, the MNR seems to have split into small disorganized 
groups, operating independently from each other and attacking random targets. 


Cut off from their former Rhodesian bases, the rebels are obliged to live off the 
local people. Mozambicans said that the insurgents have lost a lot of the goodwill 
they once obtained by hijacking food convoys and distributing supplies to the 
population. 


However, government officials are still not in a position to say when the rebellion 
will be crushed finally. It could take years, one official said. "The MNR is 
no longer a threat for us, just a bother.” 
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PORTUGUESE OFFICLAL COMMENTS ON MOZAMBIQUE TALKS 
LDO20901 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 26 May 61 p 3 


[Excerpt] Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire Leonardo Matias, who is on an 
official vist to Mozambique, yesterday described to ANOP the results of the mission 
which took him to Maputo as “a turning of a page in the history of relations between 
Portugal and Mozambique." It is to be highlighted that three agreements between 
the two countries in the fields of health, economic cooperation and trade were 
signed. 


In statements to ANOP Leonardo Matias stated that hitherto “there were no prospects 
of seeking dialogue iteelf," and that this situation has now been superseded with 
the “mutual understanding” and the “convergence of viewpoints" achieved in the 
talks. 


The agreements signed yesterday, the secretary of state for foreign affairs asserted, 
represent the conferring of a “legal discipline which hitherto did not exist and 
which, reflecting a political understanding in those areas, will stimulate the 
actions to be undertaken with respect to them." 


"The documents,” he emphasized, “are a general declaration of understanding on 
cooperation and correspond to a plan for actions in this field which were discussed 
by the delegation for a week.” 


The agreement in the field of health will bring about not only Portugal's coopera- 
tion in the medical cover for Mozambican territory by means of probationary doctors 
and specialists but also the treatment and convalescence in Portuguese hospitals 

of Mozambicans suffering from illnesses falling within branches which are undeveloped 
in the country. 


As for the trade agreement, it will make possible an increase in trade between the 
two countries. 


For its part, the economic cooperation agreement constituted the major surprise to 
emerge from the negotiations since its signing was not expected for the present. 


in fact, Leonardo Matias said, Portugal put forward a proposal in this field, 
expecting that Mozambique would wish to keep it for study and analysis for some time. 
However, the Mozambican delegation expressed interest in resolving the matter as 
quickly as possible. 
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Ae a whole, the agreements envisage an increase in bilateral cooperation actions 
following the signing of the general cooperation agreement in Maputo 2 October 
1975=-a document which, according to the Portuguese secretary of state, “has given 
rise to limited actions." 


In addition, the meetings of the joint commissions will begin to be held regularly, 
the first now being scheduled for the beginning of next year. 


Defense of Portuguese 
Leonardo Matias added that in certain areas sectional meetings will be held. 


In addition to the extension of the agreements now reached to countless areas 
besides those stated, Mozambique also expressed a “great interest in the defense 
of Portuguese," at the same time as wanting Portugal to cooperate in restoring the 
historical and cultural heritage of the island of Mozambique--something to which 
the Portuguese delegation made a positive response, Leonardo Matias said. 
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NIGERIA 


CAMEROON CALLED ON TO PAY INDEMNITY FOR BORDER DISPUTE CASUALTIES 
Kaduna GASKIYA TA FI KWABO in Hausa 27 May 81 p 1 
[Editorial in column "Gaskiya's Viewpoint": "“Reprehensible!" 


[Text] Cameroon's killing of five Nigerian troops in a border dispute last week 
is reprehensible. Even so, no one is satisfied with the news that Cameroon's 
President Alhaji Ahmadu Ahidjo sent President Shagari his sincerest regret for 
the losses caused by his forces. Nigeria must demand an apology from Cameroon, 
including payment of damages to the families of the soldiers that were killed 
and wounded, If Cameroon wants peaceful coexistence it will have to try to 
resolve this issue. 


[It is no trifling matter that a country belonging to the West African Economic 
Community invaded one of its neighbors and engaged in killing. 


This incident that has taken place between us and Cameroon has shown us the need 
for a closer look at all the border disputes we have with our neighbors. We 

still have some unresolved border disputes with Benin and Cameroon. We must exert 
ourselves to come up with a solution to them. 


GASKIYA TA FI KWABO is of the opinion that we should show forbearance and not 
retaliate against Cameroon for all the losses it has inflicted on Nigera. War 
with our neighbors would not be to our advantage. 


We must realize that there are a number of countries around he world at present 
that would like to see this country at war with some other African nation. We 
should do our best to dash their hopes. The killing of Nigerians by Cameroonian 
forces is a useful pretext for some African countries to undercut Nigeria's role 
in African eyes. 


[t is our opinion that a committee should be set up to investigate this incident 
thoroughly and examine the problems we might face over border disputes with our 
neighbors. 


All the same, Cameroon has to make reparations for the killings before we agree 
to search for solutions with it. 


This is the first time that one of our neighboring countries has killed our troops 
ind gotten away with it. Cameroon must be taught that its action is tantamount 
to playing with fire. 


CSO: 4797/1 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


DPRK COOPERATION AGREEMENT--Nigeria has signed a technical cooperation agree- 
ment with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. Under the accord, Korea 
will send technicians for the construction and management of agricultural 
plants in Anambra State. [Excerpt] [Lagos International Service in English 
1630 GMT 22 May 81 AB) 


NEW POLICE CHIEF--President Shehu Shagari has approved the appointment of 
Mr Sunday A. Adewusi as the substantive inspector general of police with 
effect from yesterday. This was after due consultations with the police 
service yore [Text] [Lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 

2 Jun 81 AB 





NIGERIA-FRG AGREEMENT--Nigeria and West Germany yesterday in Lagos signed 

a 14 million naira loan agreement for the execution of the Onitsha 
Meteorological Training Institute project. [Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 6 Jun 81 AB) 


NO DESIRE FOR SUPERPOWER--Nigeria says she has at no time nurtured the ambition 
to become a superpower, which would lead Africa or the world. Rather, she 
wishes to attain the status of a happy and contented nation. President Shehu 
Sharari made this declaration at State House yesterday while receiving members 
of the joint Nigerian-American Agricultural Commission. The commission, which 
has (Mr Orville Freeman), former U.S. secretary of agriculture, and 

(Mr Ahmed Jordan), former federal permanent secretary as joint chairman, was 
set up to coordinate America's involvement in the green revolution program. 
|Excerpt}) [ABO30914 Lagos Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 3 Jun 81) 


NEWSPAPER QUOTE CALLED 'FALSE'--The Ministry of Defense has denied yesterday's 
newspaper publication titled "Minister Can't Rule Out War" credited to the 
minister of defense, Alhaji Akanbi Oniyangi. The ministry said in Lagos today 
that the minister did not at any time grant interview to the writer of the 
story, nor did he make any statement as to the allegation that Nigeria may go 
to war. It therefore described the statement as false and a figment of the 
writer's imagination. [Text] [AB221720 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 

1700 GMT 22 May 81) 


FOREIGN EMBASSY BACKING CLAIM--Lagos, May 26 (AFP)--A foreign embassy backed 
Nigeria's ruling National Party [NP] in 1979's elections and planned the 

same approach for the presidential elections in 1983, leader of the opposition 
chief Obafemi Awolo alleged here at the weekend, THE SKETCH newspaper reported. 
The chief, leader of the Unity Party [UP], made the accusation at the launching 

of a book he has written: "Paths Towards Nigeria's Greatness." He did not name 
the country of the embassy concerned, the opposition paper reported, but threaten- 
ed to do so once he had gathered enough evidence. [Text] [AB260935 Paris AFP 

in English 0726 GMT 26 May 81) 


54 








KENDAL STATE ARMS FACTORY=-in Bendel State an arms factory has been discovered 
at Auehi, in Betafa local government area, The State Commissioner of Police, 

Mr bamanuel Adileye, told a news conference in Benin that two persons had been 
arrested while 26 barrel guns being manufactured, and several ammunitions 

were seized during a raid. (Text) [AB240710 Lagos Domestic Service in English 

0600 GMT 24 May 61) 


MINIMUM WAGE BILL DEBATE~-The House of Representatives has begun debate on the 
general principles of the national minimum wage bill tabled before the house 
on Wednesday. The chairman of the labor committee, [name indistinct), yester- 
day said a national minimum wage of 150 naira per month proposed in the bill 
wae realiatic and reasonable. He pointed out that anything above this amount 
would increase the rate of inflation and destabilize the country's economy. 
Representative Mike Ngwu, National Party of Nigeria from Anambra State, con- 
tended that workers were really io need of more fringe benefits such as 
housing and transport allowances, He said for state governors to meet workers 
demands they must cut down wasteful projects euch as state television, unpro- 
ductive meetings and overseas tours. [Text] [AB29073]1 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 29 May 81) 


POLITICAL MEETINGS BANNED--The police in Bauchi State have banned all forme of 
political meetings and rallies in Misau local government area until further 
notice. The order, which is with immediate effect, is aimed at defusing 
political tension in the area, [Text] [ABO52220 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 5 Jun 81) Political rallies in any forms of demonstrations have been 
suspended in Kaduna indefinitely. The commissioner of police Alhaji Hamza 
Katsina, said in Kaduna today that the ban was to insure peace and stability. 
He said the ban follows an illegal demonstration in Kaduna today by a small 
group of supporters of a political party. The demonstrators [words indistinct] 
carried placards with inscriptions such [as) "Balarabe Muchiso" [Balarabe, we 
like you). During the demonstrations, 12 people were arrested by the police 
for allegedly carrying dangerous weapons. The weapons which included bows and 
arrows, cutlasses and locally made pistols, are now being displayed at 
Gabassawa police station at Tundum Wada. [Text] [AB271938 Kaduna Domestic 
Service in English 1700 GMT 27 May 81) 


PRESS ASKED FOR RESTRAINT--The president of the Senate, Dr Joseph Wayas, has 
appealed to the Nigerian press to exercise restraint in handling issues 
relating to the Nigeria-Cameroon border dispute. He told a news conference 

in Calabar, cross river state, that no true Nigerian will like to see any part 
»f the country handed over to another nation. [Excerpt] [AB081227 Lagos 
Domestic Service in English 1200 GMT 8 Jun 81) 


CSO: 6700/20 
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TANZANLA 


ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN@=Tangania hae just made public an economic recovery plan 
calling for the export of agricultural and industrial products worth about $750 million 
in the course of the next 12 months. This plan, drafted as a function of the foreign 
commitments of the country, stresses the rural zones, whose production will be en- 
couraged. Moreover, Tanzanian exports of coffee will doubtless reach a record level 
of 68,000 tons, representing 700 million French france, thie year. The Tanzanian 
Coffee Office had estimated production at 54,700 tons of coffee. [Text] [Paris 

LE CONTINENT in French 20 May 81 p 9) 5157 
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UGANDA 


OBOTE DISAVOWS VIOLENCE, PROMISES RULE OF LAW 
LD111502 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 11 Jun 81 EA 


[Text] President Milton Obote has said that although the new budget is 
difficult and will hurt lots of people, given time and srt by the people, 
the glory of Uganda will come back. The budget is desi, < to encourage 
people to produce and sell the sweat of their products (as heard] without 
government interference. Initially, the prices will go up, but with greater 
production, they will come down. 


Dr Obote, who was receiving the bishops of the church of Uganda, who paid him 
a courtesy call at State House, Entebbe, said that the new budget is a 
challenge. The government, in proposing it, did so because it had confidence 
in the people of Uganda. 


In cordial, frank discussions over wide-ranging affairs with the bishops, 

Dr Obote explained that the production of goods in Uganda had declined to very 
low levels with the consequence that there were shortages of consumer goods 

and export commodities and the latter contributed to the lack of foreign exchange 
to purchase essential commodities not produced in Uganda. The government's aim 
is the production of consumer goods locally and all export crops. The budget is 
designed to enable the government to get some foreign exchange from outside 
Uganda for the importation of essential commodities in order to make life more 
tolerable for the people and for the importation of raw materials and spare 
parts for our factories. The president revealed that some world bodies have 
agreed to give funds for these purposes. Dr Obote said that if the factories 
produced goods in sufficient quantities to meet the needs of the people, the 
prices would come down. 


On magendo [illicit trade] the president pointed out that the only person who 
can kill magendo is the producer of goods and services. To enable the 
producers to do so, prices of basic export crops have been increased, wages 

of workers will be increased and the government will provide farmers with 
basic tools such as hoes, plows and some tractors. The president disclosed 
that funds will be provided by the EEC for the rehabilitation of hoe factory 
in Jinja and that by next year Uganda should have enough hoes for every person 
who needs them. 
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On security the president said that before the elections, leaders of all parties 
signed a declaration that they and their parties would accept the resulte of 
the elections, The president went on to say that after the elections, some of 
them who lost dishonored their own signature or the signature of their own 
leader and resorted to violence through the use of gune as a way of governing 
Uganda, The president emphasized that without the acceptance of the law and 
the rules of political operations as well as the inetitutions, the people of 
Uganda would continue to suffer. 


He gave the bishops a solemn promise that he and his party will honor the laws 
of the country, the regulations governing the operation of political parties 
and the will of the people and that they would give every support to the 
peoples institutions, such as parliament and the law courte. The president 
assured the bishops that the UPC [Uganda Peophe's Congress) Government would 
stand by the will of the people and will resort to the gun. He said he 
would want to see a situation where we did not have roadblocks and the people 
of Uganda were free to move in peace from one end of the country to the other. 


Archbishop Silvanus Wani, who led the delegation, congratulated Dr Obote on 
his victory in the free and fair elections and pledged the church's support 
for the government. 


Later the president and Mama Miria Obote hosted a luncheon in honor of the 


bishops. Also present was the minister of state in the office of the 
president, Mr Chris Rwakasisi. 


CSO: 4700/19 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


EAST EUROPE TOUR--Minister of Agriculture Mr Samuel Mugwisa has revealed that 
Yugoslavia is willing to help Uganda in her efforts to rehabilitate the 
agricultural sector, to provide machinery for both emall and large-scale 
farming. The minister also said that apart from Yugoslavia, there were a 
number of “ast European organizations ready to help and train Ugandans. 

Mr Mugwiss was epeaking after he returned home from a l-month tour of 
Eastern Curopean states where he led a four-man delegation. During the tour, 
the delegation attended an international agricultural show and a session of 
the World Food Council in Yugoslavia. [LDO70326 Kampala Domestic Service 

in English 0700 GMT 6 Jun 81 LD/EA) 


IRAQL LOAN--An agreement identifying projects on which a 10 million dollar 
loan from the Iraq Islamic Fund for External Development to Uganda will be 
spent has been signed in Baghdad. The minister of state for foreign affairs, 
Dr Picho Owiny, signed for the Uganda Government and the acting president 

of the Islamic Fund for External Development, Mr (?Hashim Ayyub) [name 
indistinct] for the fund. [Excerpt] [LD120338 Kampala Domestic Service 

in English 0400 GMT 11 Jun 81 LD/EA} 


POLITICIAN RELEASED, REARRESTED--Kampala, June 8 (AFP)--Police have re-arrested 
an opposition Democratic Party (DP) member of parliament, Professor Yoweri 
Kyesimira, only minutes after he was released by a magistrate court on bail. 
Professor Kyesimira has been held in detention since mid-February on charges 
of inciting his supporters to revolt against the government. According to a 
vernacular daily, TAIFA EMPYA TODAY,. Mr Kyesimira's release was ordered on 
Friday by a court sitting in town of Jinja, 50 miles (80 kms) east of Kampala, 
on payment of 50,000 shillings (about 6,250 dollars) bail. The newspaper 
reported that the bail was paid out and the court set him free, but he was 
immediately re-arrested and taken away by police without explanation. Another 
DP member of parliament, George Bamuturaki, who was arrested on June 1 in 
Kampala was released after four days in detention, without any charges being 
brought against him. [Text] [AB080925 Paris AFP in English 0834 GMT 8 Jun 81] 


CSO: 4700/20 
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ZAIRE 


BOMBOKO'S TALKS IN BRUSSELS REPORTED 
AB121021 Kinshasa AZAP in French 0900 GMT 12 Jun 81 


[Text] Brussels, 12 Jun (AZAP)--Citizen Bomboko, the deputy first state commissioner 
and state commissioner for foreign affairs and international cooperation, who is 
currently in Brussels on the final stage of a tour of several Western capitals, 

on Thursday met his Belgian counterpart, Mr Charles Ferdinand Nothomb as well as 

the minister of foreign trade, Mr Urbain. With Mr Urbain, citizen Bomboko examined 
the file for the sale by Belgium to Zaire of a telephone exchange destined to make 
telephone calls in Kinshasa automatic. 


This agreement, which will grant 150 million Belgian francs to Zaire, will be 

signed in Kinshasa in July. In fact, the minister of foreign trade will pay a 
week's official visit to Kinshasa co attend the Kinshasa International Fair and also 
to preside over Belgium Day at the fair. 


The deputy first state commissioner then had talks and lunch with the Belgian foreign 
minister. They examined bilateral relations in preparation for the Zaire-Belgium 
Joint High Commission meeting which will take place in Kinshasa in July. The two 
personalities also examined African and world problems. 


The Zairian ambassador to Belgium, citizen Kengo, attended this meeting, during 
which the Belgian minister of foreign affairs expressed his satisfaction with the 
results achieved by Zaire in its efforts to revive its economy, efforts which will 
soon be crowned by access to extensive aid from the International Monetary Fund. 


The deputy first state commissioner will today meet the Belgian prime minister, 


Mr Mark Eyskens, before holding talks with the minister of cooperation, Mr D. Coens. 
He will leave Brussels on Saturday for Kinshasa. 


CSO: 4719/12 
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ZAMBLA 


BRIEFS 


MINING COMPANIES MERGE--Kenneth Kaunda, the president of Zambia, has announced the 
merger of the two largest mining companies in the country. Announcing the merger 
plan in the course of a press :onference, Mr Kaunda explained that this measure is 
designed to rationalize the mining i» ‘%try and reduce production costs. "This re- 
organization constitutes the pivot «! : ur economic life," he said. He also gave 
assurance that the some 55,000 mine including 2,500 foreigners, as well as the 
minority stockholders, the Anglo-Am » ‘an Corporation and Amax, will in no way 
suffer. The new company, to be know as Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines, will be 
established as soon as the negotiations of the special committee composed of repre- 
sentatives of the government, the mining companies and the central bank are com- 
pleted. The Zambian state holds 60 percent of the shares in each of the mines. And 
thanks to their production of 609,945 ton6 of copper and 3,310 tons of cobalt in 1980, 
respectively, they brought in 97 percent of the foreign exchange income. Mr Kaunda 
gave no details about the effect of this decision on the production of the two metals. 
[Text] [Paris LE CONTINENT in French 19 May 81 p 9] 5157 


CSO: 4400/1230 
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ZIMBABWE 


M'GABE INTERVIEWED ON DEVELOPMENT, ECONOMIC AID 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Apr 81 pp 14-16 


[Interview with Zimbabwean Prime Minister Robert Mugabe by Miguel Rivero: "Out- 
lines for a Beginning") 


[Text] Salisbury--If you look through the book "Prominent People of Rhodesia in 
1978," you will not find the name Robert Gabriel Mugabe. However, you will find 
the nanes of lawyers, businessmen and the ominous name of Ian Smith who soon went 
on to add to the "garbage dump of history." 


Nevertheless, 53-year-old Robert l‘ugabe, a teacher by profession and revolutionary 
by vocation, is not only prime minister of the new independent Zimbabwe but is also, 
without question, one of the most prominent political figures in Africa. 


We met him in his small office in a building called Milton House, also the site of 
some ministries. Mugabe has a modest little office in the left wing. 


A doctor of law, Mugabe personally experienced the rigors of the Salisbury prisons 
for 10 years (1964-1974). When he left jail, he devoted himself tenaciously to en- 
couraging the guerrilla fight. However, he did not neglect the political and di- 
plomatic work. 


Five years later, as copresident of the Patriotic Front, Robert Mugabe played an 
important role in the Rhodesian negotiations. The people voted overwhelmingly for 
his party (ZANUPF [expansion unknown]) which today controls 57 of the 100 seats in 
the new parliament. 


Mugabe carefully answered all the questions. The interview outlined the internal 
situation as well as the role that the Movement of Nonaligned Countries must play 
in the present situation. Following is a summary of the dialogue. 


Question: How can we characterize the internal situation in Zimbabwe at this time? 


Robert Mugabe: We assumed power in April 1980 at a time when there were many sus- 
picions. There was great racial animosity and animosity between tne political par- 
ties. The great difference between the working class and the bourgeoisie in the 
country was also felt. 
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i) general Lerma, the problem was immense, Basically, though, the key question was 
Security. We must first assure peace throughout the country. 


The principal significance of our independence was that we went through a situation 
of war LO peace. During the first montns, we worked hard to guarantee the most 
complete peace possible throughout the country. 


We must ki in mind that we inherited three armies: one from my party, ZANLA [Zin- 
babwe Africa, National Liberation Army); another from Joshua Nxomo's party which is 
c@lled ZIP"\ [Zimbabwe Revolutionary Army of the People); and the army that existed 
under the ‘nodesian regime of lan Srith and Abel Muzorewa. 


Therefore, Our main task which we hope to complete in the next 6 months is to inte- 
erate those forces into a single national army. We think that we must accelerate 
this work, 


A oLhner problem is racial or ethnic differences. In reality, we cannot pretend 
‘hat racism can be changed overnight. This depends on the conscience of individuals 
and, until these are changed, there will be signs of racian. 


As government policy, we have adopted a nonracist perspective and focus and we feel 


that there is, in our country, a single society, a single people and a single na- 
tion. We have the firm intention of guaranteeing that there will be no racial dis- 


crimination in Zimbabwe. 


Worker Rights 


juestion: How has the new government confronted the question of improving the liv- 
ing conditions of laborers and peasants? 
RM: In the first place, we have established a minimum wage for the laborers which 


has meant increased economic wellbeing for a considerable number. We now have a 
committee that is investigating wages and family income. On the basis of that 
study, an even more reasonable wage scale will be established. 


ur government guarantees the development of the working class. Worker committees 
have already been established in all the enterprises. As their living conditions 
and organization improve, worker participation in the decision-making process will 
increase. This is a right that we must guarantee to our workers. 


Then we have the question of living in the rural areas. As you Know, we have a 
large peasant population. Our objective is to distribute the land to the peasants, 
to those who produce. 


we have alveady relocated a good number of peasant families but there is still a 


lot to do to guarantee that the peasants have land to work. 

The Constitution states that we must pay for the land before giving it to the pea- 
sants. Before indepencence, when the Lancaster House agreements were signed, the 
British and the North Americans promised that they would provide money for us to 
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thal bul they have not. J believe that we must recognize that they are not go- 
i've, SO provide the resources Lal we need, 


inereiore, we are Also looking for appropriate ways to acquire the land and make it 
Available to the peasants. 


‘he Organization of our peasant population is very simple. Until now, the tradi- 
t.Onal method has been based on family ownership of what the land produces. 


in Olher words, the individuals do not own the land; it is the property of all. 

w plan i8 Chat those famiiies join together and establish larger production units 

ana Cullivate the land on @ larger scale. This will be more economical and effi- 
ent ‘han now when they cultivate it as a family. 


we are not going to force the peasants to establish these associations; we are go- 
yg bo edcate them. we will try to persuade them to establish cooperatives which 
we think will be the basis for ow agriculture in the future. 


we are gOing to encourage this plan to form cooperatives this year, 198). We had 
t begun because, first, we were Studying models for these cooperatives. 


s we Jevelop this work, we will take educational and health services to the rural 
weas and improve the road infrastructure. 


Juestion: Are you planning to organize a literacy campaign? 


aM: Yes, of course, we will organize a massive literacy campaign. for that rea- 
son, we have established a Ministry for the Development of Womens and Community Af- 
airs. This ministry will be in charge of that task, basically, and will undertake 
a program of action in coordination with the Ministry of Education. 


We plan to send some students to Cuba so that they will learn from the experiene 

f the literacy Campaign on that island. 1 know that in Ethiopia some Cuban exper- 

ence has been used and it has been effective. We want to master that technique 
that our literacy campaign can be carried out in the shortest time possible. 


Airican Aggression 


Juvesticn: 1 propose that we cover some international subjects. What do you think 
‘bout the recent South African actions against the independent states in this region? 


‘M: Some weeks ago, the South African regime launched a surprise attack against 
latola near the capital of Mozambique. We have loudly condemned that aggression. 


9 


have the slightest doubt that South Africa has a plan to keep our coun- 
‘ies from attaining economic and political stability since that would serve Pre- 
ria's intention to guarantee the continuation of apartheid. 


believe that it i peratimg with a very definite strategy, using a formula to 
destabilize each one of the independent states in the region. 








Ln Une case of Moganbique, it works basically through a group of gangsters with the 
objective of creating unrest in the country. 


in Ow counury, it has sabotaged a tank base and has stolen weapons from the Gran- 
borne barracks. We suspect that South African agents are behind these actions. 
Algo we know Uhat it is training several hundred counterrevolutionary elements in 
South Africa. 


There was an attempted coup d'etat in Zambia in October 1980. 
Juestion: Some days ago, President Kenneth Kaunda spoke to me about this matter. 


mi: When | was in Zambia, Kaunda told me that South Africa was implicated in those 
plans to overthrow his government. The South Africans were not alone, however; 
other forces participated in those preparations. 


In Botswana, the South Africans have carried out harassment attacks against the 
armed forces of that country. 


You know the situation in Angola. It has carried out a destabilization campaign 
there for a long time, characterized by total support to the counterrevolutionary 
group UNITA (National Union for the Total Independence of Angola) and armed actions 
against that African country. 


We can see that it applies a formula for each country. Of course, it has strategic 
and armed support from Western powers. I believe that the Western countries cannot 
avoid complicity since South Africa continues to receive backing for its operations. 


Nonaligned Country 


Question: How do you evaluate Zimbabwe's participation in the Movement of Non- 


aligned Countries? 


RM: 1 attended the sixth summit in Havana. I left there for the Lancaster House 
Constitutional Conference and then went directly to Salisbury. Therefore, the Ha- 
vana conference was historical for us. It was there that we were given the status 
of full member. 


with Fidel Castro as president of the Movement of Nonaligned Countries, we re- 
ceived maximum support during the Lancaster House negotiations. 


The president of the Nonaligned Countries has also worked hard to promote interna- 
tional peace and the solution to thorny problems like the Afghanistan situation. 
i received a letter from Fidel Castro on that. 


Therefore, the nonaligned countries represent a vital movement to us. The member 
states together evaluate the international situation and act to find solutions to 
the conflicts and guarantee peace and security throughout the world. 


Question: In the present situation, how can the Movement of Nonaligned Countries 
continue supporting Zimbabwe? 
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Ni; oi. think that we need them to offer us greater assistance to consolidate peace 
wid independence in ow country, to guarantee that ow’ borders are secure and that 
our counury, @long wilh the others on the Front Line, receive suppart for our sov- 
erGieily and security. 


The threats came from South Africa. Therefore, the Movement of Nonaligned Countries 
can contribute to our security by demanding that the Western countries pressure 
South Africa to cease its activities aimed at destabilizing our countries. 


we @leo hope that the movement will become involved in promoting greater coopera- 
Lion with concrete economic programs among the member states. 


Question: Concerning the situation in Namibia, what do you feel should be the po- 
sition of the countries of the Front Line after the failure of the Geneva Conference? 


RM: Flrst, we must say that it is fortunate that the Movement of Nonaligned Coun- 
tries has a very active group in the United Nations and works with the OAU., 


The failure of the Geneva Conference must not impede progressive actions aimed at 
achieving the independence of Namibia. I believe that there must be work in two 
directions now. 


First, ‘ne United Nations must adopt precise sanctions against South Africa. 
Second, there must be greater material aid to the fight by SWAPO (South-West African 
People's Organization) for the liberation of Namibia. 


if South Africa does not want peace, then it is opting for war. We are not warmon- 
gers but since South Africa continues to oppress the people of Namibia and impede 
thelr right to self-determination, there is no other alternative. 


' believe that these two elements must be combined. The war of liberation must re- 
ceive new impetus in Namibia and, at the same time, sanctions must be imposed 
against the South African regime. 


Question: How do you evaluate the role played by Cuba as president of the non- 
aligned countries? 


RM: i think that Cuba's role as president of the movement has been a key role. It 
pleases us that it has been exercised so well by Fidel Castro. 


The Movement of Nonaligned Countries has gained in strength and is developing based 
m™ its own achievements, particularly the agreements adopted at the Havana 
vont erence . 


We think that the movement must emphasize economic promotion of the Third World 
countries and, at the same time, continue to play a vital role in guaranteeing 
peace and security and try to prevent wars between neighboring countries like Iran 
and Lraq. We must fight to have those situations resolved peacefully and to have 
the UN Charter adhered to by all states. 


CSO: 3010/1406 END 
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